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tees, Mr. Seddon, Mr. Fraser and Mr.
Hamersley. In addition I have been for-
tunate in having the services, as Clerk of
Parliament, of Mr. flake; and as Clerk-
Assistant, of Mr. Sparks, whose duties, more
especially towards the close of the session
are most exacting and call for infinite care
to avoid mistakes.

To the gentlemen of "Hansard," and the

-gentlemen of the Press I wish to record
gratefully the obligations of the Council and
of myself, and to all associated with the
Chamber who have helped with our work.
Happily, the dark cloud of war that has,
for years, hung over us has disappeared.
T'hough sad gaps have been left in our lives,
the sacrifices of those who fought and suf-
roved and died -were not made in vain for,
by the grace of God, the Empire has passed
victoriously through what has been the most
perilous period in its history. In this spirit
I re-echo to all the wishes expressed for a
happy Christmas and a bright and pros-
perous New Year.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Katson-West)j: I move--

That the Rouse att its rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.55 pa.
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QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

(a) 41 to Fox Theory for Elirnihurting
Sparks.

Mr. SEWVARI) asked the M1inister fo
Railways:

1, Has any progresis been made in afford
ing 31r, Fox facilities for proving his theor:
that by making certain alterations to railwa'
engines;, he can elininate sparks when usin)
Collie coal?

2, ]If so, what is the re-suti-
3, Hfavi- any railway engines bee

equipped with the neessary apparatus, an
if so how many9
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4, What is the result of their use?

5, If no progress, referred to in Question
No, 1, has been mode, what , is delaying
matters?

The MINISTER replied:
1, No.

2, 3, 4, Answered by No. 1.

5, Mr. Fox had a full discussion with the
department's Chief Mechanical Engineer and
the conclusion arrived at by the latter was
that Mr. Fox was not able to offer a reason-
able chance of success.

(b) As to Swan View Tunnet Deviation.

Mr. HILL asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

What is the cost of the deviation around
the tunnel at Swvan View?

The MINISTER replied:
Although the deviation is in use, all the

work is not yet complete, and final costs are
therefore not available. However, it is ex-
pected that the total cost will approximate
£C85,000.

LE~GISLATIVE COUNCIL.

As to Ages of Members.

IMr. GRADBAM1 asked the Premier:
How many members of the Legislative

Council are--
(a) between 65 and 70 years of sago;
(b) between 71 and 80 years of age;
(e) over 80 years old?

The PREMIER replied:
(a), (b), (e), This information is net

available to mec.

EGOS.

As to Surplus Production end.Export.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

1, What surplus number of eggs is there
at present (a) in Australia, (b) in Western
Australia only?

2, Is Great Britain prepared to purchase
the whale or sdme of thesqe eggs and if only
some then how many?

3, 'Why have such eggs as Great Britain
is prepared to purchase not been despatched

ther br are they likely to be despatched in
the near future, and if not what prevents or
delays despatehb?

4, Is any market available other than
Great Britain?3

5, If the surplus of eggs is unlikely to be
disposed of in the near-future within Great
Britain or elsewhere, is it desirable to relieve
the pressure on the industry by disposal of
the eggs in some other way?

6, If not, why not?

7, If it is desirable to dispose of them wvill
the Government recommend to the Common-
wealth Government that a gift of the whole
or a substantial portion of such eggs be made
by the Commonwealth to Great Britain to
relieve the sev'ere shortage there and the
surplus here?

8, If not, why not?
0), If lack of shipping is an obstacle to

the disposal of eggs either by gift or pur-
chase will he state what action has been
taken to improve this position and what re-
lief is anticipated in the near future?

The MINISTER replied:
1, (a) Information is not available; (b)

The surplus number of eggs over local re-
quirenients from the 1st July, 1945, to the
1st December, 19.45, was 2,280,613 dozen.

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Following upon the cessation
Of hostilities and the termination of certain
contracts with Allied Services, Great Britain
has modified the original agreement, and
arrangements have been made to purchaso
the surplus eggs i the form eithe' r of eggs
in shell, egg pulp, or egg powder. Owing
to the contracts with Allied Services for egg
powder being cancelled at short notice, a
greater (lemand for the export of eggs in
shell occurred. Because of the difficulty of
obtaining materials for handling the whole
of the available surplus for export in shell,
and also manpower difficulties, it was im-
possible to arrange for the export of thi-
full quantity required in shell by Great
Britain. The Controller of Egg Supplies,
bus already made arrangements for the dis-
posal of surplus eggs' to Great Britain and
elsewhere, and active steps at present are
being taken to prepare for the dh.-
11osal of the surplus production during
J 946-47. A limited market other than Great
Britain exicts in New Zealand and may lie
developed in Ceylon and Singapore.
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7, 8, 9, The surplus eggs are being
handled by the Controller of Egg Supplies
on behalf of producers, and the question of
a gift of these eggs would involve consider-
ation regarding ownership, treatment, the
provision of cases, fillers, cold storage, and
also shipment. It is extremely doubtful if
these materials could be found to export the
large quantity of eggs involved in shell. The
question of shipping is a matter for niego-
tiation between the Commonwvealth Govern-
ment and the British Ministry of Food]
which has undertaken to supply shipping
for the surplus foodstuffs available within
A ustralia.

EDUCATION.

(a) As to 1'asinania, Exramination System.

1Ir. GRAH-AM nsked the Mfinister for
Rdlucation:

1, Has lie seen, the statement of the 1)irce-
tar of Education in Tasmania in his annual'
report that the work carried out in high
schools in that State had changed very much
for the better since the aibolition ". of the
junior examination 'and( the substitution of
a system of acerediting?

2, Has consideration been given to the
adoption of the system in Western Ali%-
tralia?

3, If investigations have indicated] favour-
able possibilities what categories of children
would be affected, and dating from when I

4, If not, wihat are the reasons for the re-
jection of the scee

The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes.
2, 3,4, All aspects of a system of accredit-

ing as referring to this State are recelvinR
tie fullest consideration.

(b) Js fa New School at Tansbellup.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

1, What is proposed in regard to provi-
sion of new school at Tombellup?

2, Is much delay anticipated before this
work can be commencedl

The MINISTER replied:

1, The Department proposes to erect a
three-roomed school and teacher's quarters
tit Tambellup.

2, Yes, having regard to the pi'esent build-
ingl position.

* INFANT FOODS.

As to Shortage of Supplies.

Mr. J. HEONEY asked the Min ister for
Health:

1, Is lie aware that there is a very serious
.shortage of baby foods such as .Lactogen,

condensed milk, etc., which is causing worry
Mid grave concern to mothers feeding infants
and to infant health clinic nurses who give
.advice to nursing mothersl

2Is he aware that such shortage has con-
tinued for a number of' months past and
that supplies are not coming forward megu-
larly?

3, If lie is aware of the shortage, Will be
inform the House what action he has taken
to overcome the difficulty?

4, If no action has yet been taken, will ha
take immnediate and appropriate steps t&
secure adequate supplies to satisfy the de-
niand (or such foods?

.5, If the scarcity is 'lue to shipping diffi-
culties will he immediately make representa-
tiong to the Conmmonwealth Minister for
Shipping to remedly the positionI

6, Because of the urgency of the supply
needs of infant foods, Wvill be give serious
consideration to the securing of supplies by
alternative means of transport, i.e., by air or
rail?7

The MINISTER replied:
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. A temporary shortage did

exist owing to 12 wveeks' delay to a loaded
ship caused by a strike of Greek firemen.
Supplies have now arrived, sufficient for
several weeks.

MALARIA.

As to Supplies of Atabrin.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister
Health:

for

1, Is the drug known as atabrin in short
supply in Western Australia?

2, Is it true that in country districts re-
turned men suffering from malaria are un-
able to have prescriptions for atabrin filled
by local chemistsI

3, If tbere is not a sufficient supply in thkg
State, will he take steps to remedy this con-

dition of affairs?

The MINISTER replied:
1, No.
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2. The Repatriation Department has had
no complaints and could have satisfied them
if received.

3. Answered by 1 and 2.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.

As to Dairy Farms Available.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands:

1, How many farms suitable for dairy
farms have been set aside for returned men
for occupation under the Federal-State
Agreement?

2, How many applications have so far
been lodged for these farms9

3, With how many milking cows is it pro-
posed to stock each farm to provide a rea-
sonable living?

4, Arc sufficient cows available to the Gov-
eminment to provide such cows promptly?

5, If not, how many suitable cows are
available and when will the balance be pro-
vided?

The MINISTER replied:
1, 50 farms passed as suitable, 250 being

examined.

2, 275 applications have been received
from ox-servicemen to become dairy farmers.

3, The minimum of 251. Some properties
passed are capable of carrying up to 60 cows.

4, No.

5, The Government has been handicapped
in its purchases by the limitations of agist-
mont but other plans for purchase are in
progress to meet the demands.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

As to Ages of Members.

Mr. WATTS asked the Premier: How
many members of the Legislativv Assembly
are-

(a) between 65 and 70 years of age;

(b) between 71 and 80 years of age;

(c) over 80 years of age?

The PREMIER replied:

(a), (b), (c), This information is not
available to me.

WOOL HANDLINIG DELAYS SELECT
.COMTT~rEE.

Report, etc., Presented.

Mr. WAITS12 brought up the report of the
Select Committee, together with a type-
written copy of the evidence referred to in
the report.

Ordered: That [he report be received and
printed and its consideration made an Order
of the flay for the next sitting of the House.

BILL-SOUTH-WEST STATE POWER
SCHEME.

Council's Amendment.
Amendment made by the Council now con-

sidered.
In committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
Iment is as follows:-

Clausb 3. (1)-Definition of "Under-
taking--in paragraph (e), on page 4:-
Add after the' word "Power" in line 4 the
followving word, : 'The term does not include.
monley, credits, book debts, or securities hekl
for moneys imested?.

The M1INITER FOR WORKS: The
amendment made by the Council is one to
which the Government agrees. The Govern-
ment certainl y dovs not desire, when taking
over this undertaking, to possess itself of the
various items mentioned in the amendment.
However, the Government is anxious that
some consequential amendments should be
made if the Council's amendment is to be
accepted. I therefore move-

That the amendment be agreed to, subject to
consequential amendments being made to Clause
8 of the Bill as follows:-After the word
I'udertalang'' where it occurs in lines 12,
18, 24 and 29 on page 6 insert the words ''or
any part thereof.''

The purpose of these proposed consequential
amendments is to ensure that the principles
of the Bill will apply irrespective of whe-
ther the undertaking is regarded as a whole
or in parts. Thcese' consequential amend-
mnents are considered necessary by the Solici-
tor General. I trust, therefore, that the Com-
mittee will endorse them.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment, aA consequentially amended,
agreed to.



(14 DEmuER, ]945.] 2

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly retuirned to the
Council.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH SANITATION.
Returned from the Council with an amend-

ment.

BJJL- COMMONWEALTH POWERS.

Council's Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on the-
amendment insisted on by the Council, and
had appointed the Honorary Minister, Ron,
L. Craig and Hon. H. S, W. Parker as
managers for the Council, the President's
room as the place of meeting and the time
2.30 p.m.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Committe of Sup ply.

Resumed from the previous. day; Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair.

Vote-Railways, Tramnwavs, Ferries and
Electricity Supply, £,4,613,500, partly con-
sidered:

MR. J. HEGNEY(Middle Swan) [11.14]:-
I was pleased to hear the Minister
say that the department is acquiring 50
more trolley-buses. Whilst there is an agi-
tation that they be used here, there and
everywhere, I wish to submit the claims of
the eastern suburbs. I think they are de-
serving of sonic consideration in the mnatter
of their tranusport system, particularly the
inauguration of the trolley-bus system. Some
eight or nine years ago the Government of
the day set up a committee to report and
advise on the development of metropolitan
transport. Amongst the recommendations is
one dealing with the extension of the trans-
port system along Guildford-rd., over the
Garrett-rd. bridge, and back into the city
through Belmont. When the trolley-buses
are obtained I urge that the Guildford rd.
Maylands route be one of the first to be im-
proved.

Last night the member for Pingelly made
reference to the irritating delays where the
loop system prevni0s, That system operates
on the Maylands route which serves the
lifaylands and Bayswater districts. If the

trolley-buses operated through these dis
triets, not only would they assist the Bays,
water area, but also that section mentionec
by the member for East Perth, served by thn
buses operating in Peninsula-rd. It has beer
urged, in connection with that proposal, thai
the Peninsula-rd. buses should be extendei
further to serve the needs of the people fai
distant from Guild ford-road. I put it to thi
Minister that the time is overdue for hi!
department to carry out the recommends.
tions agreed to many years ago in con nec
tion with the development of modern trans
port. People at Bayswater have been comn
plaining because, although a private oni
bus system serves, the area beyond the tran
terminos, it is not able always to cope wil
the traffic so that on occasions fully loadet
buses leave intending passengers standinj
on the side of the road.

My claim here also applies to the Beau
fort-street extension. The service there
undoubtedly one of the best paying proposi
tions in the tramway system. Whilst tha
servie~ is reasonable I say that the develop
ment and extension of a modern systein
warranted. An extension was made abln
Beaufort-street some years ago, and there
now an agitation for a further extension
Long tram routes in this State are no
economical. We need to have a faster systein
beyond a distance of three miles. I hope
therefore, that no further tramway exten
sions will be made in Beaufort-street, bu
that trolley-buses will be instituted.

Mr. Cross: They would be infinitely bette
than trains.

Mr. J. HEONEY: Yes. If we can g
more trolley-buses road eon struetion diffi
eulties will be obviated because there wi!
not be the same wear and tear as with ra
traffic. Much of the money now spent on th
maintenance of roads for the upkeep o
trains will not be necessary. Recently
submitted to the Minister for Railways an
discussed with the Chairman of the Tram
port Board a proposition to establish
connecting link between the Beau fort-stre(
tram and Guildford-road. The reply, ur
fortunately, was that there were neithe
buses nor men available to effect such an ir
provement.

The member for Guildford-Midland, wh
is aqbsent from the State for the time hem1f
represents another portion of the easter
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suburban districts, and on his behalf I also
raise these matters for consideration in the
interests of his constituebts.

There is another section of the transport
system that should receive attention. What
applies to the Bayswater and Maylands dis-
tricts applies equally to the Belmont area.
In thle last mentioned district a private bus
service operates and I have had complaints
regarding that service generally. In connec-
tion with the recommendation I made, to
which I alluded earlier, it was suggested that
a round system should he adopted whereby
the transport would rub from the city
through Guildford, over the Garrett-road
bridge and back to Bayswater. A scheme of
that description was recommended 10 years
ago or perhaps more. The time is rapidly
approaching, when effect should be given to
the recomnmendation in that respect.

AXnother matter in which f have been in-
terested ever since I was first elected to Par-
Iianient-interest has also been taken in it
by the member for 0 uildford-Midland-con-
ceri thle residents; of Meltham Heights be.-
tween Maylands and Bayswater. Develop-
nent is, taking place there at a fast rate and
a little over 12 months ago, in reply to a
submission I made for an improved trans-
port service there, the department advised
that a solution of the difficulty would be the
construction of a newv siding. I have intro-
duced deputations to almost every Minister
for Railways apart from the present occu-
punt of the ollice urging that the work should
be taken in hand. Many people in the dis-
trict bought their blocks 18 or 20 years ago
when they were told the time wvas not far
distant when adequate transport facilities
would be provided. Ever since then the resi-
dents have had to walk long distances to
avail themselves of transport, and they are
getting rather exasperated becmuse of the
long delavy that has occurred in providing
the requisite facilities- Some years ago it
seemed as though it was almost within sight
of being brought to fruition, but then some-
thing- happened and it is now as far away as
ever.

I am pleased to see mentioned in the report
of the Commissioner of Railways of an
amount of £6,000 having been set aside for
the construction of the siding at Melthani, and
I desire particularly to draw the -Minister's
Attention to that with a view to his taking
action as soon as possible. I bope he will

take note of the fact that deputation after
deputation has dealt with the matter over the
past 18 years or so, and I trust that he will
do what ho can to assist. To indicate how
costs have increased, at one stage it wasw
estimated that the work could be carried out
for £E3,700 but today, as I mentioned, the
Commissioner of Railways has set aside £6,000
for the provision of the siding. However,
I trust the Minister will deal with the pro-
position at the earliest possible date. While
I realise that the manpower position has
been difficult and that men are not return-
ing from the war as quickly as we would
like, I expect that before another 12 months
have elapsed the position will be considerably
relieved and that labour will be available to
carry out essential works.

I notice that £28,000 has been set aside
in connection with the conservation of Collie
coal at Midland Junction. For many years
past what is known as Hooey's Dam has been'
gradually filled in and it is now intended to
make use of it for the conservation of coal
to provide against any emergency that may
Arise. I think the department has decided
upon that in'the nick of time because the
filling-in process has been going on for years.
Hooey Dam served the railway system for
water supply purposes in the early years,
but the intention now is to dump coal in the
dam so that it will be covered by the water
and thus preserved from deterioration. I
hope the matters I have mentioned will re-
ceive the attention of the Minister, and that
at an early date appropriate action will be
taken in the interests of the residents of the
eastern suburbs.

Mr. MANN (Beverley) [11.28]: I lis-
tened with interest to the very long speech
delivered by thle Minister for Railways in in-
troducing his Estimates last night. During
the course of his remarks hie dealt with the
various transport activities in Western Aus;-
tralia. lie painted a very gloomy picture,
and we van well be gloomy regarding the
position of our transport system. I do not
think that anywhere else in Australia could
we find railways in a more deplorable con-
dition than those in Western Australia. The
13ailway Department has practically a mon-
opoly over the whole of our transport svs-
tem. It was said Inst night that when motor
tyres and petrol are available to meet the
public demand, there will be no paasengerz;
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-carried by the railways and that that may
be -so at no far distant date. Take even the
fast Diesel coaches! A trip by Diesel coach'
fromn Beverley to Perth takes four hours
whereas the journey can be accomplished by.
motorcar in two hours.

Let members consider the position in the
outer parts and they will realise that the
public will not take into consideration the
effect upon revenue or the augmenting of
the deficit that will he implied. They will
not care about that but will avail themselves
-of the easiest and fastest means of transport
procurable in order to get to the city expedi-
tiously. I saw in "The West Australian"
this morning an illustration of the elaborate
passenger train that is to be installed on the
service between Perth and Fremnantle. if
that step has bcen taken at the instigation of
the present Minister for Railways, I think
the train couild well be fumed "William Mor-
tiner Marshall", The Minister has at least
earned that honour for himself. I think it
would look very well in a colour scheme,
with gren and yellow predominating, and
the Mliniste-r's name could be superimposed.

The Premier: What colour would you sug-
gcst?

Mr. MANN: Very definitely-gold.
"Mr. J. Heg-nev: But the Minister does not

believe in gold!

Mr'. Smith:- No, lie is off the gold standard.
Mr. "MANN: The Minister quoted what

Professor Soddy had to say and according to
him the position is perfectly clear that there
wvill be no chance of recovering from our
public indebtedness.

I had occasion recently to go to Kalgoor-
lie and I wish to paint to the Committee a
picture of the conditions I encountered. The
train had been held up in Perth for 24 hours
owing to the strike, and at breakfast in the
dining-car on Sunday moning, the steward
serving at the table wore the filthiest coat I
have ever seen and the napkin he used on
the plates wvas filthier still. Many of tho
people travelling east that day did not worry
about having breakfast, and the majority of
those who did decided to 'have boiled eggs,
believing, that there would be at least somq
safety there. In the kitchen, conditions were
no better; the cook was a greasy Greek, or
some other foreign-looking, individual.

When T returned on the Trans. line,
I found thie conditions a credit to the Coin-.

monwealth. Many of the passengers had
been making their first trip to Western Aus-
tralia and were utterly disgusted with the
conditions on our section of the line, Com-
pared with the Trans. train, our train looked
dilapidated, and it was stuck up at Cool-
agardie for 20 minutes before it was able to
pull over the hill. The weather was fright-
fully hot and no consideration was given to
the comfort of the women and children.

Tho Minister for Lands: No beer on the
train ?

'Ur. MANN:- Yes, and it was in the ice-
box, instead of the ice being made availablt'
for the women and children on the train.
The women and children were lust a second-
ary consideration.

The Minister for Lands:- Who owned the
beer 9

Air. MANN: Some of the passengers, but
al.-parently the officials thought -it wiser to
put the beer into the ice-box than to mak
the ice available to the women and children.
All thoy had to drink was tepid water. I
think I have said enough to indicate the
dilapidated condition of our railways-and the
shocking meals that are served. I was only
sorry that the Minister was not on the train
to see for himself the filthy condition of the
dining-car attendant. I dare say if he had
been there, he would have wanted to know
the reason why. The member for Pingelly
spoke about the railway refreshment-rooms.

At Speneer's Brook at least, the traveller
finds decency and gets attention, but at Chid-
low the sandwiches that are served often con-
tain tinned meat, and are a disgrace to the
State. At Northam, one can get a bottle of
coffee.

The Minister for Lands: It is pretty good.
too.

Mr. MANN: The pie usually served at
these refreshme nt-rooms is badly cooked,
or half-cooked, or badly burnt. Why should
the lessees of these refreshment rooms be
compelled to pay exorbitant prices for their
lenses? I understand that the lessee at Chid-
low pays £1,000 a year and the lessee at
Spencer's Brook £800-anything to make a
little more revenue for the department
rather than give the trnvelling public the
decent service to which it is entitled. The
Railway Department seems intent upon
grinding out of the public every penny it
can possibly get.
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The Premier: I suppose tenders were
called and the lessees offered those'amounts.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are you blaming the
Government for the bad pies, that are sup-
plied 7

Mr. MANN: I am blarning the supervision.
When a tenderer is granted a lease of re-
fresh ment-rooms, he should supply public
requirements decently, or the lease should he
cancelled.

The Premier: At times I should like to
have a few of those pies here.

Mr. MANN: So would I.
The Minister for Works: But not to eat

them.
Mr. MANN: I wish Ministers had to eat

some of those pies; it would have the effect
of stirring them up a little. I repeat that
the department is evidently determined to
get every penny of revenue it can from
these leases. If the Government put in a
staff of its owvn to run the refreshment-
rooms, provided the employees did not adopt
a go-slow policy or an attitude of "take it
or leave it", some good might result. There
should be a system of periodical inspection
of these refreshment-rooms.

The Premier: Attendance is vital, too.

Mr. MANN: It is. The lessee at Chidlow
is paying such a high price that he probably
has to screw and serape to make any profit
out of the business. On the other hand, he
might be making excessive profits. It would
be a good idea to have these tenders and
details of the profits laid on the Table of
the House and then we would be able to
gain a better knowledge of the position. We
would certainly learn whether or nlot the
publie 'was being fleeced.

I cannot refrain from painting a gloomy
picture when I deal with the railways. I
have been a member of Parliament for 15
years and each year there has been the same
old tale to tell. If I am still here three years
hence, I wonder whether any alteration will
have been made.

The Minister for Lands: Do not be pessi-
mistic!

Mr. MANN: The Minister told us last
night that a committee had been appointed,
but then went on to state that the committee
had been so busy dealing with other questions
that it bad not been able to make any in-
vestigation of transport matters. If the

Government were wise, it would appoint an-
outsider with a wide knowledge of transport
administration and let him put the whole
business in order, If the Commissioner of'
Railways is not doing the job, he should he
removed. In matters of this sort, sentiment
no longer counts. if the head of the tram-
vriays and electricity supply is not efficent,
get rid of him!

The Minister for Works: What about the
member for Beverley?

Mr. IMANN: If he is not efficient, he, too,
should be got rid of. The electors decide my
fate, but Parliament has the responsibility
of dealing with the officials I have men-
tioned. Let us have courage and, where
necessary, say, "You cannot do the job and
so we must appoint somebody who can."
There has been far too much softness in
our administration. Is it that the Secretary
or the Commissioner or other olfieials of the
department are able to bluff Minister,;?

I wish to discuss the question of the con-
struction of the standard-gauge railway from
Kalgoorlie to Perth. Has any decision yet
been mnade by the Government! F under-
stand that the Minister for Railways at-
tended a conference recently and, according
to a Press report, the conference agroca
upon the adoption of a standard gauge for
Australia-

The Premier: That subject is almost 3nbi-

.judiee.

Mr. MANN: The Minister last night
stated that the Government had not yet
come to a decision. I uanderstand that the
Premier will shortly be attending another
conference to decide the issue. I shculd like
to know what is going to happen. Will the
standard line follow the i-onto of the exist-
ing line from Kalgoorlie to Northanm, or will
the new line be taken through Hyden, Corrn-
gin and Brookton to Armadaic, thus serving

avast area of new country? Will the Gov-
ernment have any ay as to the route to bt-
ado pted I

Mir. Withers: Why not build lines onl all
the routes that have been suiggested?

Mr. MTANN: Let us he logcsefl in the mat-
ter. The State Government should have
some siay on the question of the roule, un-
less all our rights have beum hanided over to
the Commonwealth. Is the line, to lie con-
structed from K~algoorlie via Toodyny to
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Northamn or is a fresh survey to be made
of the route recommended in the Stileman
scheme!

The Minister for Railways: You first have
to he sure that such a railway is coming into
existence.

Mr. MANN: The Minister said that a con-
ference had been called to decide upon the
gauge and I understand the Premier will
shortly attend another conference on the
same matter. What is the position? Let
us. hear what the Government knows about
the route to be adopted! Is this just a
farcical idea or is it intended to be brought
to fruition?7 All I get is silence, which is
characteristic of the present Government.

The Premier: But action when necessary.

The Minister for Lands: Silence is also
golden. Let us have a bit of it!

Mr. MANN: I doubt the wisdom of sil-
ence on a question of this importance. Wve.
as Hlis Majesty's Opposition, have respon
sibility in the matter and are entitled to
be given the information. I observe that
the Premier nods. If he has nothing to
tell us, will the Minister give us the in-
formationI

The Premier: I will tell you nothing fr.
interjection in answer to irresponsible
questions.

Mr. MANN: These are not irresponsible
questions. I asked whether it is a fact
that we are to have a standard-gauge line,
and whether it is the intention that the
line shall run parallel with the existing
railway from Kalgoorlie to Northam.

The Minister for Railways: You have
first to know that a standard line is coming
into existence.

Mr. MANN :Then the Government
does not know whether it is coining into
existence?

The Minister for Lands: That sour look
does not suit you.

The Premier: This is my answer to your
questions, that all the :nterests of Western
Australia will be closely watched.

Mr. MANN: I thank the Premier for that
answer. The trouble is that we do not
know what the policy of tlhe Government
is.

The Minister for Works: You are talk-
in,- with your tongue around the back of
your acee1 .

Mr. Thorn: That is an unfair remark.

Mr. MANN: The Minister with his
peculiar name ahd frame, might be able to
adopt the attitude he suggests, but I
cannot. When I ask such questions, I speak
with sincerity and have no intention of
wasting the time of the Committee. Ow-
ing to the lack of information, I have been
compelled to ask the questions; otherwise
I might have finished my remarks in the
space of a few minutes. All we want is
some information. I wish to pay this trib-
ute to the Minister for Railways that be
has introduced one innovation and that is
the bus service to Narembeen. I believe
many other parts of the State should be
similarly served, and I appreciate what the
Minister has done.

The Premier: We can perhaps call the
bus the James Isaac Mann.

Mir. MANN: I am not seeking publicity
of that sort, though I appreciate the
Premier's kindly suggestion. The tram-
way system is very unsatisfactory. The
steps of the cars are very high and some of
the trains are very uncomfortable. If I
were a member of the Tramway Employ-
ees' Union and were instructed to drive
one of those small trams, I would ask the
union to declare it black. It is not right
that men should be asked to, drive those
ricketty, Jerky things for six hours a day.

The Premier: Are they not greenf

Mr. MANN: Why is it that a larger
type of trolley-bus is not adopted in this
State?

The Premier: To run on the tram linesI

Mir. MANN: There is no need for the
Premier to be facetious. Now that the war is
over, admittedly there will be tremendous
congestion at the peak periods. Other States
have adopted buses of the double-decker
type, which are quite effective. We
still have the old type of trains in use with
an exit at each end only, instead of having
other exits also in the centre. Surely the
Minister should be prepared to introduce
some new ideas to meet the increase of
traffic!

The Premier: I think there is something
wrong- with your liver today.

Mr. MANN: I never felt in a happier
mood. Another innovation that the Gov-
erment might well adopt is the institution
of morning sittings for Parliament. I hope
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that when the next session arrives we shalt
meet earlier, and then there will not be the
need for so much talk at night. I feel sure
that members talk more when they are feel-
ing tired.

The Premier: You must have been up
late last night.

Mr. Thorn: That was the Premier's fault.

Mr. MANN: I presume it is unnecessary
to wait for Parliament to meet again. I
do not know when that will be-whether it
will he in March or April-

The Minister for Lands: Another fishing
expedition!1

Mr. MANN: -or whether it will be in
next July. Apparently the Minister has no
idea.

The Premier: I will send you a wire the
day we decide.

Mr. MANN: I hope the committee the
Minister has appointed to investigate trans-
port problems will make its findings public.
I would lie to know the personnel of the
committee. The Minister sa-ys the members
have been very busy and have been unable to
complete their job; but the committee should,
have nothing else, to do except investigate
this matter. Will the Minister assure the
Chamber that when the findings have been
made, they will be given to the Press for
publication so that the people will know
the position? Silence again!

The Minister for Lands: More gold!

Mr. MANN: It seems to be impossihle to
get anything out of the Government. It is
useless to plead; and, as I am not accustom-
ed to engaging in ahuse, I will not resort to
that. I do hope there will he some improve-
ment in the transport system because the
railways belong to the people and all heavy
traffic will have to be carried over the rail-
ways, and not over roads; though there will
doubtless be feeders for the railways. Ir-
respective of what happens with regard to
the development of air transport, most of the
heavy traffic will be taken by rail, but I se
a sad picture-

The Minister for Lands: Do not look, at
mne when you say that!

Mr. MANN;-showing that when tyres
and petrol are freely obtainable the railway
deficit will he increased, because people wil
not travel by train and the 'y will not be
stopipedi from going by car.

The Minister for Lands: Quite right, too;
this is a democracy.

Mr. MANN:Who is to meet the burden of
debt except the taxpayer? The introduction
of additional modern buses such as those
being tried out in the Narembeen area and
at Kojonup would bring revenue to the
State, because they would be run by the Gov-*
erment and not by private enterprise. Let
us have that revenue so that we may continue
to build up our State. It must he admitted
that our railways are in a sad condition.
Year by year they have declined and the.
burden of debt has increased. Instead of a
local committee, which might tend to be
parochial, somebody from outside should be
appointed to make a thorough investigation
of our transport problems. Let us pay a
competent man a fee andl accept his findings.
If it transpires that the unions are running
the State, let the Government do so instead.
If the Commissioner is found to be incom-
jpetent, get rid of him. I am afraid that if
the committee happens to be contaminated
by the Railway Department its findings will
be in favour of the department and not in
the interests of the State, We should ob-
tain the services of a man from outside, who
has practical business experience and can
formulate a suitable policy. That will not be
(lone by any local body the members of which
are interested in holding their jobs.

MU. MeLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[11.48]: 1 have only a few observations to
make on this vote. I think the Commissioner
is receiving a considerable amount of blame
that is not justified. A capital account
amounting to over £26,000,000 is not a fair
thing for the Commissioner. The sugges-
tion has been made in this Chamber that he
,should be relieved of portion of the burden,
and I consider that should be done. I know
that if 'ye relieved the Commissioner of that
hurden, the Treasurer would still have the
responsibility of finding interest on the
money and of eventually paying it. But it
is natural that when the Commissioner is
faced with this huge interest burden, he will
seek to keep down his deficit. The 'f:reavrer
is anxious to do the same. But I would point
out that a good deal of this work has been
of a developmental character. Railway' s have
been constructed in areas with no Possible
hope of their meeting interest obligations or
paying- their wvay. Yet we book this up



[14 DECEMBER, 1945.] 2891

against the Commissioner and criticise him
because of his deficit. There should be some
attempt to relieve the Commissioner of por-
tion of this capital debt-that portion which
could be termed developmental. That would
give him more heart to carry out many of
the improvements that have been suggested.

I want to say something about railways as
they affect the South-West of the State. I
amn prepared to make due allowance for war-
caused conditions such as belated repairs.
All those belated repairs that have to be at-
tended to, plus the many improvements
asked for in the way of buildings, etce., will
be debited to capital account, and the
amount of £26 800,000 which we have in the
capital account will be considerably in-
creased; henre our interest bill will mount.
I want to draw attention to the passenger
service on the South-West line. As the
Minister knows, the South-West is the most
thickly populated part of the State, so far
as country areas are concerned. If we take
that portion of the line between Perth and
Bunbury, we find there is only one train
per week on which people can travel up and
down and allow themselves time in which to
conduct business while in the city. There
are mixed goods trains, but they run so
irregularly that it is unsafe for people to
rely on catching them to Perth in order to
do business.

Mr. W. Hegney: Did you say there was
only one train a week?

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes; it leaves Bunbury
on Friday at 5.30 a.m., and leaves Perth at
5 p.m. the same day. The only other trains
that could be caught would be one leaving
Barnbary at 11 p.m. and reaching- Perth at
8 a.m. next day or else mixed goods trains
from Brunswiki. Sometimes the goods train
gets in only an hour or so before it is neces-
sary to catch a train for the return journey.
The Railway' Department is able to run
about 20 trains to Armadale on what is
called the outer suburban service. I have
seen trains runnig practically empty be-
tween Perth and Fremnantle. If that is the
case, surely the Minister can give us at least
one more pa. senger train per week between
Perth and Hunbury, similar to the one run-
ning on Fridavq. I think we arc entitled to
an improved passenger service on that line.
I would remind the Minister that the pas-
senger service on the Perth-Bunbury line

today is not as good as it was when I was
a boy. So we have not made much progress
with regard to improved passenger services
on that route. I would ask the Minister to
discuss the matter with the Commissioner
with a view to seeing whether the necessary
improvements can be effected.

I would like to refer to the transport of
stock. Saleyards are being opened at quite
a number of centres throughout the South-
Western districts. I suggest to the Minister
that in order to bring about the necessary
improvements in regard to transport, he
should call a conference between himself, the
Commissioner and stock agents. If he did
this, I think the necessary requirements
would be indicated and the Commissioner
would have a plan to work upon. Before
the war arrangements were made to supply
electricity to the Mundijong-Serpentine dis-
trict. Poles were on the job and plans were
in hand to proceed with the work imme.
diately. Owing to the outbreak of war the
project was cancelled. If that matter were
regarded as a first priority before the war,
it should still bi considered a first priority.
There are added reasons why this work
should be put in hand.

Mr. Seward called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. McLARTY: I have nothing wore to
say except to ask the Minister to give con-
sideration to the proposal to extend electri-
city to the Mundijong-Serpentine district.

Mr. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [11.57] : 1
symnpathise with the Minister in having been
obliged to introduce his Estimates so late in
the session. I sympathise even more with
members, because the late introduction of the
Estimates must inevitably reduce, to some ex-
tent, the discussion that would take place on
them, and quite possibly may tend to
discourage or at any rate not encourage
members to bring forward questions of vital
importance. The Minister mentioned that at
one stage there was only a trickle of loan
funds being made available for the purpose
of railway renovations, replacements, repairs
and maintenance. Knowing the Minister's
ideas on finance, it seems to me a pity that
he was not in his present position when the
availability of loan funds would not have
interfered in any way-under his systema-
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with the efficient maintenance, development
and improvement of our railway system.

I am glad to hear that a committee has
been appointed to inquire into railway
management. I am glad for two reasons:
first, it is filling a long-felt want; secondly,
its appointment indicates an acceptance that
the arguments from this side of the Cham-
ber, that there is a dire need for an altera-
tion in the system of railway management
were basled on something substantial. It indi-
cates, too, the Government's desire to assist
when we do bring forward matters requiring
attention. I hope the Minister will, in
future, accede similarly to requests from this
side of the Chamber. I want to know who
are the members of the committee, as I think
it should be a committee of businessmen,
to overhaul not only the management of the
railways but the capital system on which
the railways are based. The financial system
of the railways is unique and, if it is con-
tinued, in order to meet our obligations we
will have to increase fares and freights to
an exorbitant degree.

If the system had been run as a private
concern the money required, instead of being
provided out of Loan funds, would have been
provided by shareholders and there would
have been no call for interest payments. A
sum would have been set aside each year out
of earnings to meet depreciation, and that
would have allowed for maintenance and re-
placements. Had that been done from the
commencement, instead of the capital charge
against the railways today being £C26,000,000,
and had even 1% per cent, been set aside for
depreciation, that sum would have been con-
siderably reduced. Instead of the railways
having to borrow money every year for re-
placement purposes, at added interest
charges, portion of the earnings would have
been used and the extra burden would not
have been placed on the system. Since the
commencement of the system in 1879,
£30,000,000 of earnings baa gone into the
Treasury. That has been required to meet
interest on the borrowed money, and has been
insufficient, but only because of the system
of finance.

Had the capital of the railways been really
invested, instead of being merely loan money,
we would have had an efficient railway
system and a considerable amount of the
£30,000,000 would have been spent without
increasing the capital charge. As the Gov-

erment has adopted the suggestion from
this sidq olf the Chamber on the need for
alteration in the management, I hope it will
adopt my suggestion that a committee, of
businessmen be appointed.

The Premier: Do you not think business-
mcii might decide on an increase in fares and
freights?

Mr. LESLIE: No.

The Minister for Railways: Trhey would
not be businessmen if they did not.

Mr. LESLIE: Their first action would be
to have an exhaustive stocktaking of the
railways in order to write tile system down
to its real capital value.

The Premier: When that had been done,
if an increase in fares and freights was
warranted, what would be your attitude?

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot see that an in-
crease in fares and freights would be war-
ranted. The Commissioner has suggested
that because we are unable to meet the in-
terest charge imposed on the railways, and
have operated this year at a loss of £518,000,
he has three courses open by which to meet
the deficit, one of them being an increase in
freights and fares, but he has over £500,001)
as the difference between earnings and work-
ing expenses. That is not sufficient to meet
the interest charge, but if it was a surplus
amount of money available for depreciation
and payment of dividends to shareholders we
would find that there would be no justifica-
tion for an increase in freights and fares,
hecause the capital value would be so written
down as to make that £500,000 a consider-
able percentage of the actual capital em-
ployed in the business. Over half of the
capital charged against the railways today
has actually disappeared.

The position is similar to that of a private
company that commenced with £26,000,000
and found it could only employ L13,0oo,oo0
in the business and yet continued to pay
dividends on the £18,000,000 that was lying
idle. If we wiped off portion of the sum
that has been refunded to the Treasury I am
satisfied that the earnings would be more
than sufficient to provide each year for main-
tenance, extensions and a return to the
Treasury. Before the war I saw in the Press
a report that one of the Agents General of
Western Australia boasted in London that
the Western Australian railway system, were
it a private concern, was tbe only one in
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the world, actually operated by a Govern-
ment, that would return a dividend of nearly
4 per cent. to its shareholders. That was ad-
vanced as evidence of the solidarity and
potentialities of this State. If the system
was flu as a business concern the freights
and fares could be reduced, or, if the present
figure were maintained, it would provide an
amount of revenue that would render un-
necessary the use of loan funds to improve
the system and purchase additional require-
ments. I warn or threaten the Committee-

The Premier: That is against Standing
Orders.

Mr. LESLIE: -that I propose to go into
the figures and eventually to submit an argu-
ment on these lines to prove my contention
and to show, down to a unit, what would be
the amount written off over a period of
years on the railways, and what should be the
capital value today. I believe that will
prove that an increase in fares and freights
is unjustified. The Minister might even see
if he can get some of the £80,000,000 backt
from the Treasury, instead of asking for
more loan funds. Earlier this year I asked
the Premier to receive a deputation from
people interested in the Yarramony-eastward
ri lway.

ihe Minister for Lands: We thought that
had died years ago.

Mr. LESLIE: That project has been men-
tioned repeatedly in this House.

The Minister for Lands: There is more in
"Hansard" about that railway than about,
any other.

Mr. LESLIE: That does not lessen the
merit of the project, and the claim bob
mitted at that time is even more justified to-
day. When I entered the House I said the
golden age of railways was past and that
the job of the railways in future would be
heavy haulage. The Yarramony district re-
quires either a railway or a road transport
system to overcome the handicaps of the
people there when compared with those
served by better transport, either road or
rail. I hope the Minister will make a care-
fulI examination of the Yarramony railway
project. He may not have interested himself
in'the matter when he was a private mem-
ber, but knowing him to be determined to
go into nil aspects of propositions sub-
mitted, I ask him to investigate the project
and see if it is possible to provide the people

in that area with either a railway service or
a road transport service.

Another matter causing agitation in my
district is that of the fares on Diesel and
steam trains. At the beginning of this
month the department substituted a steam
train for the Diesel train that had~ been run-
ning on the Wyalkatehem-Ooomalling-Mer-
redin line. I understand that the timetable,
is the same, but there is one factor that is
causing considerable discontent. People who
travel on the Diesel trains do so on the basis

of a second class fare. Those of whom I
am speaking have had two or three years of
travel on Diesel trains, and they have been
accustomed merely to going on to the station,
buying their second class tickets and pro-
ceeding to Perth. Now they find they have
to pay either for a first or second class
ticket, according to the type of carriage they
are in. Without thinking they merely get
into a carriage and if it happens to be of
the wrong class they find they have to pay
extra. On the Diesel trains there is no dis-
tinction between the classes. I understand
the substitution of one type of train for the
other was merely a matter of departmental
convenience and, if that is so, the passengers
should not be penalised by having to pay
an additional fare because they happen to
travel in a first class coach.

Mr. Kelly: Is the fare the same in both
cases

Mr. LESLIE: The fare is the same for
a second class cairiage. When they travel
second class on a steam train they may still
find themselves as overcrowded as they do
when they travel on the Diesel train. Those
people who prefer a little more comfort of
course travel first class if a steam train is
available. What is required is an additional
service and more accommodation for pas-
sengers. People do not like to have to travel
crowded together like sheep. We have no
objection to the steam train, but when people
have to travel by it instead of by Diesel train
they object to paying a first class fare. With-
out any intention of defrauding the depart-
ment people unthinkingly get into a com-
partmient, only to find en route that the
ticket collector makes them pay the first
class fare.

There were times when because of heavy
traffic a steam train was substituted for thec
fliesel, and on such occasions no additional
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fare was demanded if people travelled in a
first clasA cach. Travellers are under the
impres~ion that the samne principle applies
today, only to find that they are obliged to
pay more for their journey. Early in the
session I brought to the notice of the de-
partment the very unsatisfactory conditions
p~revailing in connection with the service
available for children at school holiday
periods. I received an assurance from the
Minister that that would not happen again.
Now is the opportunity, on the eve of the
school holidays, for the Minister and the de-
partment to carry out the promise made as
at that time. I ask the Minister to make cer-
tain that sufficient special trains are runi at
the breaking-up period with a view to re-
moving any possibility of children having to
travel to their homes not only under condi-
tions of extreme discomfort but to a con-
siderable extent to travel under conditions
of hardship, such as those from which they
have suffered in the last twvo or three years.
The Minister is now forewarned and the
matter has been brought to his attention.

I submit as a suggestion that it would be
an excellent idea if the department were to
advertise a few days beforehand the de-
parture times and the conditions associated
with such special trains for the transport of
children from schools to their homes, and
the same thing could be done at the end of
the holiday period when the schools resume.
I compliment the Minister on the exception-
ally prompt and sympathetic manner in
which he has dealt with requests made by me
from time to time. I thank him for the
treatment he has meted out to me. I trust
that as the result of his high ideals and his
determination to provide the public with
something hetter in the way of railway trans-
port he will not, as was the case with his
predecessors, find himself up against a brick
wall. a form of passive resistance on the
part of others who have had positions vest-
ed in them and have assumed a security of
tenure entitling them to think that they have
the right to travel along a narrow road and
to preserve only a narrow outlook.

Mr. HILL (Albany) [12.20): Our rail-
ways have been the subject of much adverse
criticism. I have before pointed out that the
deplorable condition of our railways is due
to the fact that we have not and never have
had a sound transport administration. I

was pleased some months ago to bear over
the air that the State Government had de-
cided to appoint a Minister for Transport,
but was very disappointed sub~'equently to
learn of the job that had been given to him.
In Great Britain there is an Institute of
Transport. It is the practice of the chair-
man of that organisation, when taking oflice,
to give an address. I have in my hand the
presidential address given by Sir David J.
Owen in 1932. In his concluding remarks
Sir David said-

One essential point is that we should look at
the problem of transport as a whole. The
ward "c-riain is very much overworked
nowadays, so I use the term ''co-operation.''

Te present is a time when it is more necessary
than ever to have the closest measure of co-
operation in all public utility services. There
is scope for considerable scientific research as
regards co-operation between all branches of
transport.

That it falls within the province of this Tn-
stitute to study this matter I have no doubt.
If the Institute is to justify its name it can-
not be an Institute of railway transport only,
it cannot be an Institute of road transport
only or of aviation or of canals or of docks. If
it is to justify its ambitions and its compre-
hensive title of The Institute of Transport, it
cannot remain satisfied merely to publish
papers on technical points relating to one or
other branch of transport, but must grapple
somehow with the realm of transport as a uni-
fled whole and so create a proper atmosphere
in which to deal in an enlightened manner
with the problems which are now looming
large on our horizon.

The golden age of the railways has gone;
but the railways under wise control may still
have a useful function to perform-a more
limited one than in the past, it is trust The
self-propelled road vehicle has a wide but not
unlimited scope for useful service to the corn-
inanity. The real service to be rendered by
canals has yet to be realised. The possibili-
ties of commercial aviation have yet to be ex-
plored. The shipping business of this country
is carrie d on with a high degree of efficiency
but there is surely scope for more transport
by ships coastwise. Each of these forms of
transport is capable of rendering a delinite
service to the community and should only be
called upon to perform the work it is best
fitted for. The tendency with workers in all
spheres of activity is to regard their func-
tions as the end and not as the means to
some other end; for instance, the railway
mind seems to look upon docks as existing
for no other purpose but to feed the railways.

T visualise, however, a day not far distant
when the legitimate function of each of the
various methods of transport will be defined
clearly and regulated in the best interests of
the national needs and, in the picture that
will then be on view, docks and harbours will
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be seen in their proper perspective acting as
efficiency links between sea transport on the
one side and the various forms of land trans-
port on the other.

Our railways have been severely batidicappeci
because we have had no authority continually
to study the whole problem of aiming at
proper co-ordination and co-operation be-
tween all our activities. They have been
handicapped because our ports have not
been looked at in their proper perspective.
There is a tendency to run this State for the
benefits of its ports. I will not say anything
more on that point at the moment because
the subject is now being investigated by a
Select Committee. I wish, however, to refer
to the new train service between Albany and
Perth. Generally speaking, it is art imiprove-
ment compared with the previous service, but
it constitutes a decided disadvantage to our
southern port. Under the old service people
in Albany had from seven and a half hours
to 10 hours 17 minutes, when the train was
on time, in which to do business. Under the
present service the time has been reduced to
six flours and 45 minutes. When the train is
late the people who have business in Albany
are at a serious disadvantage in regard to
replying to letters from the metropolitan
area. Friday is usually farmers' day in town,
and instead of their having 10 hours 17
minutes in which to do business they nowv
only have six hours and 45 minutes.

I point out that the port at Albany is
under the control of thb
There we have a ver'
fact that the railway,
]owed to administer a
be the best milch-cow
herd. A farmer does
he may have a cow.
cow to supply him

aRailway Department.
Sfine example of the
sshould never be al-
port. Albany could

in the Commissioner's
not get milk so that
He has to get the
with the milk for

nothing. Had the port of Albany been
properly administered the railways would
not have been in their present position. One
of our troubles is that we are endeavouring
to manage a big State with one port and one
railway system. Railway administration in
connection with a port means that it is trying
to apply the policy of the past and not a
policy for the future. Instead of saying "We
will provide the facilities that the trade will
need," the railways say "When the trade is
there we will provide the facilities." I desire
to- compliment the railway staff I consider
that the employees are doing a wonderful
job, particularly the engine-drivers. It is a

great credit to the railway employees that in
the last five or six years they have been able
to get the results they have with dilapidated
and worn-out rollingstoek.

Mr. Cross: )You had] better send a eo'py of
those remarks to the union.

Mr. HILL: They deserve the complinment.
There should be more co-operation between
the employees and the railway administra-
tion. The present railway system is capable
of much improvement. It would he more
economical to modernise the existing system
than endeavour to embark upon a 4 feet 81/2
inch gauge. One of the most satisfactory
railwa v s ystems in the' world is found in
South Africa, where the :3 fret 6 inch gauge
1s1in use. We have a big State and I am con-
Uident that it has a great futurre. Its develop-
ineat and, prosperity depend upon a com-
plete, efficient and economical system of
transport throughout. Our aim must be to
have a complete system, to have our trans-
port activities working where they can best
serve the State. In the past the interests
of the State as a whole have been considered
only in the light of the selfish ambitions of
small interests. We must work for the good
of the whole State, and not from the point
of view of the parochial ambitions of various
different localities. Our aim must be not the
minimum railway mileage that we can do
with but the minimum total cost that it will
be to the whole community.

MR. WVIhLMOTT (Sussex) [12.30]: 1 did
not intend to speak on these Estimates, but
feel th-at I should make a few
remarks about my own district. I
would impr-ess upon the Minister
the slowvness of the trains in thil
South-West. The member for Murray-
Wellington dealt with the subject and I
shall carry on from Picton to Husselton.
We have a good daily service from Perth
to Bunhury: but there is only' a mixed train
fromn Pieton to Busselton. I isk the Min-
ister whether he cannot arrange for a pas-
Feniger service to connect between Picton
.and Busselton twice a week, as that would
be of great advantage to the travelling
public.

Mr. Cross: What about a Diesel service?
Mr. WILLMOTT: We bad a Diesel, hut

it could not cope with the service. A trailer
wvas attached to it, but still that did not
prove adequate for the service. Eventually
the Diesel was replaced by a steam train,
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which is quite satisfactory. If we could
have a passenger train, instead of a mixed
train, twice a week, it would, as I said, be
of advantage. The branch line from Bus-
selton to Nannup is only 45 miles, but the
train takes over four hours, at 10 miles an
hour. From Busselton to Flinders Bay is
67 miles and the journey occupies a little
over seven hours. Members will agree
with me that that is a frightfully slow
service and I ask the Minister whether he
cannot give us a faster one; if not, would
the department object to a local person
providing a bus service between Husselton
and Flinders Bny I put the whole pro-
posal before the Transport Board a few
weeks ago and submitted applications from
four people who were willing to provide a
bus service. The board was going to put
the matter to the Railway Department and
let me know the result. That is about three
weeks ago, since when I have not had an
opportunity to see Mr. Millen, but I pre-
sume nothing further has been done. I
hope the Minister will consider this request,
because the present service is desperately
slow. Even if the bus service were tem-
porary, it would be of great advantage to
the travelling public.

There has been some discussion about ru-
freshment-rooms. The member for Pin-
gelly mentioned last evening that the Pic-
ton Junction refreshiment-room was not run
very well. Ile has evidently made a mis-
take, beeause that is one of the ref resh-
inent-roorns which is well conducted.
There are f our refreshment-rooms
concerned, three of which are well
run. One i', not as satisfactory
as the others and that is the one
I presume the member for Pingelly is talk-
ing' about. The Minister suggested that
perhaps the department would take over
the refreshment-rooms. That may be all
right: but I point out that there are three
on the South-West line which are conducted
satisfactorily. I also ask the Minister
whether it is possible to open a refresh-
inant-room at PRusselton. The train leaves
Perth at 11.35 p.m. on Sundays and Wed-
nesdays for rlinders Bay. The last refresh-
went-room, before reaching Flinders Bay
is at Boyanup, and the train arrives there
at 8 o'clock in the morning, so that the
passengers must then wait for refreshments
until 5 o'clock that evening-, when they ar-

rive at Flinders Bay. I have interviewed
As~ Railway Department on this subject.

I was told the department called for ten-
ders for the refreshment-room at Bussel-
Lon; but, owing to some disagreement, I
understand the department was not willing
to assist in the building of the room. I
would like the Minister to look into that
matter. I think it wvould. be possible to
get someone to tender for the room. The
Minister has not been in office for a very
long period and we know he is endeavour-
ing to do a good job. I think he is tack-
ling the work in the right way and that is
why I am not criticising the railways on
this occasion as I have done in the past on
the Estimates. The Minister has not been
long enough in office to warrant his being
criticised. I hope he will do his utmost for
my electorate.

MI. NORTH (Claremont) [12.36]: I was
vecry sorry to see no announcement regard-
ing air sen-ices to the South-West and
southern towns. These services would, of
course, compete with the railways; but I
believe the Minister is favourable to the
idea that there should he fast services to the
southern part of the State and I feel that
the railways could well encourage those ser-
vices, because no doubt many people will
still prefer travel on at modernised fast rail-
wvay service to air transport. They are two
separate services altogether and one should
not fight or~ impede the other. At the
moment there is undoubtedly some fear on
the part of the Railway Department that
the air services will interfere with its traffic;
and correspondingly the aviation companies
will be somewhat hostile to the Railway De-
partment because they feel that, on account
of the powerful influence which the depart-
ment can exert, they might be preventerd
from carrying on their services for which,
after all, the public are looking. With re-
gard to the railways, the Minister has plenty
to do. My attitude towards the department
at the moment is: Let us give the Govern-
ment and the Minister at least another 12
months after the war to get going. After
the terrible ordeal through which we have
gone, too many words at this stage will not
make matters easier.

I was pleased to read in the Press tfiat
the Government is putting on a new sub-
urban train that may be the forerunner of
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many others. I am sure that on Tuesday
next people will be interested in ascertain-
ing whether the new train, apart from at-
fording a more comfortable service, will he
speedier and r 'educe the stopping time on
the run between Perth and Fremantle. The
people are looking forward to a train on the
metropolitan service which will cut at least
ten minutes off thie existing running time
between Perth and Fremantle and reduce
the delays at the vanious stations. With
regard to the standard gauge proposal, I do
not think I need waste the time of the Comn-
mittee on this subject. The Commonwealth
authorities are investigating the matter and
we may have some announcement with re-
gard to it in January. I do not disagree
with the member for Albany in his state-
ment that money should be spent on
improving local tine;, as it may be 10 or 12
years before any move is made to convert
our existing tines, other than the main east-
west line. That matter does not need labour-
ing at this stage. An announcement has
been made of a large plan for providing
additional rollingstoek. I was surprised not
to see in that announcement a reference to
refrigerated vans.

I understand many complaints have been
made because refrigerated vans are not
available for the transport of petishiables, so
that the people in country districts may
benefit by this convenience, and city-dwellers
have quick transport of perishables to the
city. The question is vital; it may be in-
cluded in the Minister's plan, although it is
not actually mentioned. I bring this matter
strongly before the Minister because, in pub-
lic affairs, we have now reached a stage
where one question links up with another
far more than it did in the past. For in-
stance, a scheme is afoot in regard to the
marketing of vegetables and fruit, which
today is unsatisfactory. It is proposed that
refrigerated space should be provided in the
districts where the vegttables and fruit are
grown. These could then he taken from the
refrigerator to the railways and transported
to the city. If refrigerated vans were pro-
vided on the railways, then these perishables
would arrive in fresh condition in the city.

One other point of great importance was
referred to by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways in his report. It is proposed that a
ramp should be built at one railway station

at least to enable mothers to wheel thei-
perambulators from the road to the plat-
form. That is a fine improvement and ]
would like to see it extended to all parts of
the State. Similar ramps could be provided
where people have to cross bridges to reach
platforms. Ramps could be provided for
peramnbulators similar to those provided at
the G.P.O. I hope this convenience will be
placed at the Claremont. Cotteslos and
Swanbourne stations.

The 'Minister for Lands: Have you any
children thereI

Mr. INORTH: I am not asking for these
ramps for my own district only. I am only
asking that my electorate should share in
these general improvements. Another point
of great interest to the people of Claremont
and Cotteslue is the statement made by the
Minister that he has, ordered 50 trolley-
buses. The question of interest is, where are
these buses to run?

The M1inister for Lands: Leeden'ille I
Mr. Cross: South Perth has been pro-

mised trolley-buses for years.

Mr. NORTH: What chance has South
Perth of getting trolley-buses?

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Claremont will address the Chafir.

Mr, NORTH:L The way in which we got
trolley-buses for Claremont was to advocate
the introduction of private buses. Let me
urge upon the member for Canning, through.
you, Mr. Chairman, that he call public meet-
ings in his district opposing the introduc-
tiou of trolley-buses and urging the intro-
duction of private buses. Uf he did that he
might get somewhere quickly. In the mean-
time, where are these 50 trolley-buses goingi
Are they to augment existing servicesV If
so, I commend the Minister on his, enter-
prise. If they are intended for new routes,
I think the Commissioner in his report would
have referred to that fact. I am pleased to,
support the Estimates and I wish the Gov-
ernment good luck during the ensuing 12
months so far as the Railway Department is
concerned. Now that hostilities have cuase&T,
I hope the Government will be able to get
back some of its men and proceed with its
work. I have been aked by a very interest-
ed member of this Chamber who has not yet
spoken to the Estimates whether the new
suburban train is one class only. The answer
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is "no," because I saw a picture of the train
this morning, and it had "first class" marked
on it. There must be two classes on the new
tramn.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. M. Marshall-Murchisott--in
reply) [12.45] : I wish to deal with
some of the points made by members
who contributed to this dbate when
dealing with the writing-down of somie
of the capital costs of the railway system.
The member for Murray-Wellington, the
member for Mt. Marshall and the Leader of
the Opposition made reference to the neces-
sity or the advisability of doing something
in connection with this matter. I want to
assure them that while there may be some
virtue in their proposal I cannot be as op-
timistic about it as is the member for Mt.
Marshall. However, as it is a matter
materially affecting the Treasurer, as well a4
the Railway Department, and believing that
there may be some virtue in the suggestion, I
propose to give it serious and immediate con-
sideration. If we can benefit our railway
finances in this way, without making a dis-
tribution of the financial obligations of the
railways so as to be unfair, it will be well
worth investigating.

I understand that other State systems
have adopted a similar proposal, but I have
not had time, as Minister for Railways, to
study the benefits they have secured from it,
or what its actual cost has been on the other
side of the State ledger. However, I give
members the assurance that as soon as time
permits-and that should be soon-I will
give this matter serious consideration in con-
junction ivitli my leader, the T'tds: tre,. rnp
or' two other matters of a special nature were
referred to by some members when speak-
ing onr this debate. The Leadler of the Op-
position respectfully requested me to make
a close observation of certain evidence given
before a Select Committee of very recent
date, by an officer of the Railway Depart-
ment. I assure him that I will go into this
matter to see whether he is justified in mak-
ing his request.

Mr. Watts: I think 'YOU Will find that the
whole committee felt that way.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Ever since I have been in this House and
I believe that I have on occasions been
impudent to some of the Ministers of 'my

own Government who preceded me by imply-
ing that utterances made by members of Par-
liament should be respected-I have held the
opinion that the first essential of any unit
in the Civil Service is civility. I shall en-
deavour to impress that upon the officers in
my departments. I will see, therefore, from
a close examination of the evidence, to whieh
the Leader of the Opposition has made refer-
ence, whether the imputation contained in the
utterances of the hon. gentleman has any
ground.

Mr. Watts: Do not imagine he was uncivil;
that does not come into it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
shall do as the Leader of the Opposition
asked me to do. The member for Beverley
asked about the committee that has been ap-
pointed to inquire into and make recommen-
dations in regard to the control of metro-
politan traffic, including the railways. That
committee was appointed before I assumed
office, and it consists of the Under Treasurer,
the Ch airmn of the Transport Board and
the commissioner of Railways. The same
hon. member also asked me about the 4 feet.
82 inch gauge and made reference to the
conference that I attended. That conference
dealt mainly with the report submitted by Sir
Harold Clapp. It was called for the purpose
of the States arriving at an agreement in
connection with the proposed plan, or to
offer some amendments to it. In other words,
it was to knock the report into shape, suitable
to the respective States. I say quite frankly
that it was quite evident at the conference
that not many of the States wholeheartedly
supported the plan as submitted. I do not
think that one State accepted it enthusias-
tically. All the States, with the exception of
Western Australia, had some particular ob-
jection to offer. I point out that Sir Harold
Clapp has not provided for the total conver-
sion of the system in Western Australia, but
merely for the linking of Fremantle with
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Seward: His report definitely states
that the Frernantle-Kalgoorlie section is an
integral part of the whole of the Western
Australian system.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
Mr. Seward: He does.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: All
Sir Harold Cla pp states in his report is that
at a later date both Queensland and Western
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Australia shall make the necessary -surveys
and estimates with a view to conversion.

Mr. Seward: Yes, but he definitely states
that the Kalgoorlie-Fremnantle section is an
integral part of the conversion of the
system.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have not the time to be splitting straws. The
report is definite that at some future date
surveys and estimates will he made with a
view to the total conversion of the systems
in Western Australia and Queensland. For
the purpose of standardisation and unifica-
tion he asks Western Australia to take, as the
first step, the Fremantle-Kalgoorlie link. As
to whether this particular plan will ulti-
mately be given effect to will depend en-
tirely upon the next conference which will-
deal with the methods of financing the pro-
position. Until a decision is arrived at by
that conference it is of little use my debat-
ing or entering into an argument
as to whether the railway, proposed by Sir
Harold Clapp, shall go here, theme or some-
where else. We need not be concerned with
the route of the proposed line until finality
is reached. The Premier and Treasurer of
this State will not entertain an idea of de-
ciding the route until this Parliament has
had a say in the matter. The Committee can
rest assured that ample opportunity 'will be
given to Parliament to discuss the proposed
route when we know that such a route is
necessary.

Mr. Seward: That is all right.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- That

also applies to the point raised by the mem-
her for Mt. Marshall. Only one other excep-
tional matter was mentioned and that was
brought forward by the member for Sussex,
who asked that private buses be permitted
to run between the Busselton district and
Perth.

M r. Willmott: Between Busselton and
Flindera Bay.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
It is proposed that new buses, under Gov-
ernment control, will lit used there, If the
Transport Board permits private owner-
sphip to commence, a certain amount of capi-
tal will have to be invested and that will mean
that when the. Government wants to start
running- buses there it will have to buy out
the private enterprise with the result that
its own system will be over-eapitalised. I
will do what is possible and necessary with
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our railway systemn to give a speedier and
more convenient service to these people,
pending the inauguration of an omnibus
system with which the hon. member will be
well satisfied and proud. If we permit pri-
vate enterprise to come in now and start
meddling, it will mean extra cost to the
system, which is inadvisable. The other
comments, having general application, made
by members were principally dealt with when
I introduced the Estimates. The extensions
of electricity supplies, trolley-buses, tramns
and trains are matters bound up with the
supply of materials and labour. As soon as
possible after we get materials and labour
the complaints that have been in evidence
for a long time will be alleviated. I thank
members for the courteous way in which they
received these Estimates.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported till a later stage of the

sitting.

Sittingl suispended from 12.58 to 3.30 p.m.

BILL-COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Conferenice Managers' Report.

The PREMIER: I have to report that the
conference mnanagers. met in conference on
the Bill and reachied the following agree-
ment:-

Amendmnent No. 2-not insisted on by con-
frence.

Anienilnwnt No. 4-the dnte to be fixed as
1947.

Imore-
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to th~e council.

BILL.-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD).

Conference Managers' Report.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS! 1 have

to report -that the conference managers met
in conference on the Bill and reached the
following agreement:-

Amendment No. 1-not insisted on by the
conference.

Amendment No. 2-insisted on by the con-
ference.

With regard to amendment No. 2 the ef-
fect is that legal practitioners may appear
before the hoard. I move-

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.
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DILL-MIL

Report, etc..

Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council,

ANNUTAL ESTIMATES. 1945-46.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-

ting; .1r. Rodoreda in the Chair.
Votes--Sate Batteries ;636,800: Cave

House £71,233-agreed to.
Vote--Public Works and Bnildtingp

£C211,950:

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hion.
A. R. G. Hawke-Northam) [3.36]: 1 pro-
pose to deal briefly with some of the many
activities of the Public Works Department
and the Department of Industrial Devel-
opment. One of the most worrying prob-
lems with which the the Public Works De-
partment had to deal during the past year
was that associated with drought condi-
tions in portions of the State, and the -res-
ponsibility of supplying to the fullest ex-
tent possible water for use in those areas.
The part of the State worst affected was
that known as the Lakes district in the
areas surrounding Lake Grace, Rondinin.
Newrdegate and other such centres. Mem-
bers will be interested to know that 60 road
trucks were obtained from the Army for
the purpose of conveying water which had
been trucked by rail to different centres.
The water -was then transported by road
by means of the trucks and delivered to
individual farms. In all 1,292,000 gallons
of water were hauled by rail, and 1,379,000
gallons were transported by Army trucks.
The trucks were driven by individual farm-
ers who volunteered for the work. The
total cost of water cartage was £6,863.

Boring for water was carried out fairly
continuously in the affected districts, but
most of the results were disappointing. The
average result was four successful bores out
of every 16 put down. Boring for water has
continued regularly since that time and
the average of successful results compared
with those that were unsuccessful bores
about the same relationship. Work has
been carried out in the direction of putting
in new water supplies in certain districtl,
and also in repairing- and improving local

water catebments and reservoirs in the
drier districts of Western Australia. Op-
erations in connection with the proposed
comprehensive agricultural areas water
supply scheme have been carried on con-
tinuously, and a good deal of preliminary
work has been done. This scheme will be
based uipon the Wellington and Mundaring
reservoirs, the retaining wails of which
will be raised substantially. This will very
greatly increase'the quantity of water
which will be impounded in each of those
reservoirs and which, in turn, will be avail-
able for use in connection with the pro-
pos-ed comprehensive agricultural water
scheme.

Even if that seheme had not been pro-
posed it would lie essential to increase the
holding capacity of the Mundaring reser-
voir because the draw upon it in these days
even with mining restricted very
severely, is such as to put the
reservoir into a position where it
will not be able fully to supply the demand
upon it from the Goldfields and the agri-
cultural areas along the pipeline during
future years. It was thought that it
might have been possible during this year
to have introduced legislation to give the
Government power to proceed with the
comprehensive agricultural water scheme.
That stage has not been rujached, but the
fact that the legislation in question has not
been introduced will not in any way affect
the carrying out of all preliminary work
necessary to be done before the scheme can
hbe proceeded with in a practical way.

A solid case has been prepared by an
inter-departmental committee for submis-
sion to the Commonwealth. The idea is that
the Commonwealth should assist the State
with a financial rant so that the scheme
might be put in on an economic basis and
be within the capacity of the State to estab-
lish and operate. If the Commonwealth is
not prepared to make financial assistance
available. it will he necessary for the State
Government to give the proposal much more
serious eonsideration and Parliament in turn,
I think, will find it more difficult to decide
whether the Government should be legally
authorised to proceed with the scheme. We
believe that the Commonwealth Government
will be sympathetic and will show its sym-
pathy in a practical way by making a sub-
stantitil grant to the State.
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Mr. McDonald: Thle Commonwcalth has
aiready done that in the Eastern States.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are precedents. The Commonwealth has
materially assisted the South Australian
Government with the large scheme to convey
water from Morgan on the River Murray to
Whyalla to serve the large-scale industries
established at Whyalla by the Broken Hill
Proprietary Co. The assurance I give members
is that there is no hold-up at all of the pre-
liminary work for thle proposed scheme, and
the inability to introduce the requisite legis-
lation this year will not have any detri-
mental effect, because the Government is
going ahead with the work to reach a stage
where the scheme can be established as
quickly as conditions will prmit. When
the ease to be presented to the Common-
wealth is completed, and that stage will be
reached this week, it is probable that the
ease will be printed and a sufficient number
of copies made available to enable each
member to be provided with one. We shall
not wait until Parliament meets to make
those copies available; as soon as they have

bee prnte, oe ill be posted to each
member in order that he may be aware of
thle case that has been prepared.

I do not wish to spend any considerable
amount of time in explaining just wiiat the
Public Works Department and its related
departments did for the war effort. but it
might be advisable to indicate briefly some
of the major things. During the year ended
the 30th June, 1943, the Hlarbours and
Rivers Branch carried out a considerable
amount of work for the Commonwealth De-
fence Department, including continuation of
dredging of a channel through the Parinelia
and Success banks from which 2,750,000
hopper yards have been removed since this
work was commenced in 1l42; new timber
jetties at Rockingham and Woodman's
Point; alterations at Robb's Jetty; and
mooring pilcs and dolphins at Fremantle
Htarbour. Works constructed for the State
includes commencement of the construction
of the gantry for bulk wheat at Fremantlc:
extension of North Quay; building and
launching ways for construction of an SO-
ton floating crane; construction of a launch-
ing way at the State. Engineering Works;
and the construction of a slipway at Gerald-
ton for vessels of 50 tons.

Two slipways at Fremantle. the one on
the south side servicing 129 vessels and the
one on the north side 24 vessels, were suc-
cessfully used during the war period and
Will, Of Course, continue to be used for the
purpose of repairing vessels and generally
maintaining them during the years of peace.
During the year five hulls were lauanche *d in
the State ship yards and six vessels were
completed and commissioned. Another ves-
sel was ready to be handed over and three
more were well advanced. Now that the war
has ended, efforts are being made to try to
obtain orders from those in a position to
give them so that the ship yards might be
continued in operation.

The work carried out at the State En-
gineering Works consisted largely of ship-
ping repairs and general maintenance for
the Royal Australian and Allied Navies. For
the Munitions Department, work was mainly
connected with the production of Philippine
lighters and winches, and manufacture of
iron and steel work for wooden ships.
General engineering work was carried out
for Government departments and priv'ate
clients. Electrical work was also carried out
for Government departments, Munitions De-
partmient, Allied Navies and the Allied
Works Council. The department has re-
ceived a considerable number of letters of
appreciation from highly placed officers in
the, Navies of Great Britain, United States
of America and Holland, and it is a wonder-
ful tribute to the officers of the State Enl-
gineering Works particularly that such
letters should have been forwarded by thos(
authorities.

The Architectural Division has carried out
additions and improvements during the year
to 45 schools and hospitals. A commence-
meait wvas made with the new agricultural
college building at Denmark and amenities
for workers have been provided at a num-
her of Government workshops. As far as
manpower and materials were available
maintenaince has been carried out on a num-
ber of Government buildings. Considering
the shortage of tradesmen and particularly
the shortage of building materials, the worl
done by the Architectural Branch during thE
last flinancial year has been almost amazing
I had a list of the work done during thl
year and was astonished to find how man3
different schools and buildings had receiver
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attention, and some of the jobs were on a
fairly large scale. This brunch will- bye
built up as more tradesmen and more build-
ing materials become available. We real-
ise fully the great accumulation of arrears
of repairs and maintenance to schools, hos-
pitals and other buildings, brought about
by war conditions and that it is necessary
to overtake the leeway as quickly as ci-
curnatances will permit.

Members are aware that during the year
the Government set up a day labour con-
struction branch of the Public Works De-
partment for the purpose of building
houses. I know that there can be a sharp
difference of opinion as to the wisdom of
this decision.. I do not propose this after-
noon to argue the wisdom or otherwise of
the decision because any argument would
be more or less fruitless. Those who be-
lieve in the principle would argue strenu-
ously in its favour while those opposed to
the principle would argue just as strongly
the other way, and nobody would be any
better off at the finish. The sensible course
to adopt in relation to this new develop-
ment of policy is to wait until the system
has been tested, and then there will be no
need at all for wordy arguments as to the
wisdom or otherwise of the step. The
practical test will prove the scheme to be
good or bad.

Mr. Mann: We shall know this time next
year.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
shall; and if the member for Beverley is
inclined to back his opinion, financially or
otherwise, I will back mine and we might
possibly come to quite a happy arrange-
meat.

Hon. N. Keenan: What is the ".other-
wise''?7

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
will have to be worked out at a private
conference between the member for Bever-
Iey and myself. I am able to say that at
this moment the organisation is well es-
tablished. It has been operating very well.
It has been up against the same difficulties
as private builders in connection with build-
ing materials; and, because of the very wet
and late winter, the organisation hit all the
difficulties associated with many wet days,
especially those during August. Like the
private builders, it was in some trouble in
that regard. Those are difficulties that oc-

cur in the building trade; and they just
have to be faced as they arise, and the best
made of them. However, I look forward
very confidently to speaking on this ques-
tion in 12 months' time, when I feel we
.shall be able to prove that the departure
of [lie Government in this direction was
well justified.

A great deal could be said of industrial
development but we do, during the year,
discuss this question apart from the Esti-
mates. On this occasion, therefore, I pro-
pose, in connection with the potash indLus-
try at Chandler and the charcoal-iron and
wood distillation products industry now be-
ing established at Wundowie, to read to
memilers the expression of opinion as set
out in writing by the board of management
in each instance. The board of manage-
ment of the Wundowie plant has provided
Ine with this opinion.

1. Progress on construction has been re-
tarded by wartime conditions, particularly
shortage of manpower and materials. Serious
delays have occurred in the delivery of special
equipment from England and the Eastern
States. Steel for the furnace ordered over
12 months ago is only now coming to hand.
These delays, together with a general upward
trend in prices, arc responsible for the original
estimate of construction cost being axcceded.
However, even with the higher capital cost, the
latest estimate of production -costs indicates
tbat the project is economically sound. This
favourable position is due to the application of
extensive mechanisation of all plant operations,
including wood and ore production.

2. The plant when completed will be one of
the most modern of its kind in the world in-
corporating comprehensive control and effi-
ciency devices, which will provide valuable data
for the establishment of a large-scale industry.

Mr. McDonald: Who are the members of
the board of management?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Director of Industrial Development, Mr.
Fernie; the Under Treasurer, Mr. Reid;
the Government Mineralogist Analyst and
Chemist, Mr. Bowley; and an engineer rep-
resenting the workers in the plant. There
has appeared in the Press a criticism of the
industry now being developed at Won-
dowie. I have no objection to construc-
tive criticism. I think it is good that this
proposed industry should be discussed in
Parliament, in the newspapers and else-
where; because the more discussion there
is, the more informed will the public become
and the more interest will it take in the
development of this vital industry in Wes-
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tern Australia. Whbere the criticism is des-
tructive, it is to be deplored because it has
the eff ect of doing no good at all. It does
not assist anyone, and it creates a feeling
of doubt andfear in the minds of quite a
number of people in the community. There
are many winds that automatically accept,
or prefer to accept, destructive criticism
of a proposal as against accepting construc-
tive criticism. In edunection with the Wun-
dowie project, I would also like to read a
letter I have received from the managing
director of McLean Bros. & Rigg, 'Mr.
Vincent. It is written -to the Director of
Industrial Development, who is chairman
of the board of management, and iuns as
follows:-

The opportunity to visit Wundotie yester-
day was very much appreciated by Mr. Beeson,
who returned greatly impressed wkith 'what he
saw and very enthusiastic about the future of
this project. Indeed, he was glowingly etf
thusiastic and we feel it will be some en.
couragement to you to hear favourable con
meat from one who at least is qualified to offer
an opinion, as opposed to the occasional criti-
cism one hears from people 'who are so utterly
unqualified to express an opinion of any value.
He joins me in offering congratulations and
good wishes for the future.

At a later date, the writer would like an op-
portunity to look over the place, but perhaps
it would be-shall we say, more diplomatic, to
wait until the boiler has been installed.

Incidentally, Mr. Beeson 's visit will also
enable us to stress even maore strongly than we
have the necessity for Babeocks to endeavour
to stand up to the anticipated delivery date.

Mr. Beeson is an engineer employed by
Willcox and Babcock, boiler manufacturers.
With regard to the potash industry at
Chandler, the board of management, Messrs.
Fernie, Reid and Rowley, have given the
following opinion.

Actual work on plant constrnction com-
menced early in 1942 and therefore the indus-'
try has bad to contend with wartime difficulties
dlue to lnck of manpower, shortage of material,
and delays in delivery of essential equipment.
These difficulties were more serious as the Com-
monwealth authorities would not grant a
priority to the work, despite urgent requests by
the Government. However, construction pro-
ceeded as quickly as possible as it was realisd
that there was a pressing necessity for an Aus-
tralian source of potash. Production commenced
early in 1944. As is usual in the development of
new chemical processes, experience in opera-
tion indicated that considerable modifications
were necessary to the plant installed under tbe
original design if economical production were
to be attained.

The design end construction of these mod]
fications were immediately put in hand; at tb.
F.,ine time is was realised that potaah wa
urgently required for food production and s'ue
ecssful efforts were made to maittain produe
tion concurrently with the installation -of -th
modifications. This policy delayed' and in
creased the cost of the plant modifications, ho
it was justified by the contribution of 2.001
tons of urgently needed fertiliser. :I

To date, although the modifications plaunci
are by no means complete, the output has heoi
considerably increased and cost of .productioi
decreased, At the present time revenuec
mneeting operating costs, exelu dint d6'
charges. The completion of the modification'
planned 'Will further reduce the cost of pto
duction.

It is now possible with the experience gain
to forecest with some degree of certainty thm
the plant expanded to supply tbe whale of Au 8tralin 's requirements will produce potash "i,
competition with foreign supplies. Altbeugi
under wartime Conditions the cost of the d~t
velopmcnt of the original unit has hepit "
cesai'in, this excess was unavoidable owing 't
war developments, but was justifiable in vies
of the prospects for the establishment -of
large scale chemical industry of this type. ii
W.A.

There have. too, been favourable, develop
inents in the fishing industry in this State.
think it has been recognised for many year
that the foundation for the building up of.
large-scale fishing industry in this State, ha
existed, It has becn known -that fish ar
present in great quantities at many spot
around our coast; 'but, over till the yeart
only spasmodic attempts to exploit ou
waters have been made, and some of ther
were not as well organised as they mjgb
have been, with the result that failure enl
sued. Those failures had the effect of 44s
conraging other people who might have bee.
inclined to organ ise fishing ventures and pVi
their money into them. The main effort noi
being made by the Government in this mnat
ter is to encourage es-Service persornenl-ssPF
pecially Naval men-to undertake Ishi~n
activities. A certain number of suite.ble yes
sels has become available. They were hem;,
constructed in this State for the Common3
wealth for war requirements, but have sine
been made available by the Common weakt
to the State for fishing purposes. They rnja
be obtained by suitable applicants; an
when those applicants require financial a,
sistance to secure and fully equip them1 th
Government is giving that assistance whe
satisfied on the personal equation and tb
experience of the persons applying for bclj1
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Fish-processing works are operating at a
number of places around the coast, and they
are not all in the metropolitan area. There
is one at Broome; a modern plant is being
developed at Carnarvon; another is being
developed at Albany, and another at Esper-
ance; and there is a small one being de-
veloped at Hopetoun. So it will be seen that
the development of this industry is being
planned over a wide field; and the people
who are most active in the establishment of
these works are experienced, have proved
their ability and have financial resources. I
believe that, as a result of the expansion of
the industry for the catching of fish and of
the other industry for the processing of
fish, we are building our fishing industry on
a very solid basis and the only one likely to
he successful if we look at the position from
the point of view of permanency. Unless
this industry can be developed on a perma-
nent basis, it is not much use engaging in it
atall.

Mr. McDonald: That means taking great
care not to exhaust supplies.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It does,
and the fishing operations wilt be carried
out scientifically under the advice of experts
associated with the local Fisheries Depart-
ment and -experts associated with the
fisheries section of the C.S.1.11. The only
nther matter in connection with industrial
development about which I desire to speak
is that of Collie coal. I think members are
generally aware that the Government some
time ago established a Fuel Technology
Bureau. I sam never very happy about these
high-sounding titles. I would have been just
'A happy if the title had been a simple one;
but I understand that these high-sounding
names help a local group in its negotiations
with similar groups in the Eastern States,
and Eastern States authorities generally. So
this group we have established is known as
the Fuel Technology Bureau. The Govern-
ment agreed to make E20,000 available to
enable the bureau to carry out investiga-
tions and experiments. A four-years' re-
search programme has been set down. The
programme of research to be undertaken is
so important as to be worth explaining to
members and being placed on permanent
record in "'Hansard."' It is as follows-

1. The State's coal resources.
2. Their composition, i.e., calorific value,

proximate analysis, ultimate analysis.

3. Beneficiation.
Washability.
Moisture reduction.
Car bonisation.

4. Carhionisation properties.
Cooking properties.
Yields and nature of volatiles.
Tars, gas, ammonia, etc.

5. Ash examination.
Fusability determination.
Ash analysis.

6. utilisation.
7. Gasification, total and partial.
S. Physical examination.

Specific gravity.
Keeping qualities.
esistance to shatter.
Grindability.

9. Microscopical examination, including
mineralogy of associated material.

10. Hydrogenation.
11. Examination of distillation products, in4

eluding tars, oils and waseo.
-12. Liability to spontaneous combustion.

As members are aware, tbe Fox process
for the gasification of Collie coal was
tested out at the Midland Junction Work-
shops in February of this year, primarily
for the purpose of ascertaining whether
gas could be produced from Collie coal
for industrial purposes. There was a great
deal of doubt as to whether that could be
done, and most of those who had taken an
interest in the possibility were convinced
it could not be done. However, Mr. Fox
was able to build a plant and carry out
tests successfully, with the result that gas
was produced from Collie coal. That es-
tablished beyond doubt the practicability
of producing gas from Collie coal for in-
dustrial purposes, and probably also for
domestic purposes.

In order that further investigations
might he carried out, particularly as
to gas for domestic purposes, the plant has
been transferred from the Midland Junc-
tion Workshops to a site chosen in the
Welshpool district. It is to be re-erected
there and further tests and experiments
will be carried out. While the plant was
being operated at Midland Junction an
opportunity was taken to supply domestic
gas generated by it to six household gas
stoves. Equipment for scientifically test-
ing the gas was not available but a test
as to the time taken in boiling water, as
compared with Perth town gas, showed
that the gas produced from Collie coal
compared favourably with the gas in gen-
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eral use in Perth. While the tests were
being carried out at Midland Junction
a quantity of coke was produced iii the re-
tort. This occurence was considered of
more than ordinary importance, so mutch so
that £C1,500 wag made available for special
work in that direction..

It had always been contended that Col-
lie coal could not be coked. Expert opin-
ion had been expressed along those lines
years ago and was accepted without ques-
tion until Mr. Fox came to this State and
carried out experiments at Midland Junc-
tion. The coking of coal on a larger scale
than was done at Midland Junction is con-
templated. A plant is in the course oft con-
struction at the Government Laboratories
in Adelaide Terrace, Perth, to test thor-
oughly the possibilities of Collie coal for
coking. If a successful process is devel-
oped it will be of considerable economic im-
portance to the State. Dr. Kent has been
appointed Fuel Technologist and is oper-
ating at the Government Laboratories under
the direction of the Government Miner-
alogist. Immediate attention is being given
to the beneficiation of Collie coal, particu-
larly as to moisture reduction and an im-
provement in its keeping quality. An im-
proved fuel is necessary if locall coal is
to be utilised for the Chandler Alunite
Works and for power generation on the
Coldfields.

It will be necessary at Lake Chandler to
obtain some fuel other than timber, in a
few years time, as the timber available in
the district will not be sufficient to supply
fuel indefinitely. It is probable that Col-
lie coal will eventually be used, but before
it could be used economically for that pur-
pose considerable improvement would have
i-o lie effected to the coal, and it is felt
that these scientific investigations and ex-
periments will produce valuable results in
that direction and considerably improve
the keeping qualities and value generally
of Collie coal for fuel purposes. As I
mentioned on another debate during the
week, the local authorities at Boulder and
K~algoorlie are anxious to change from
wood fuel to some other fuel for their
power and generating plants. The only
other fuels available are coal and imported
oil, and the local governing authorities
would naturally prefer to use coal pro-
duced in this State as against oil imported
from oversc.

Mr. McDonald: Could this laboratow
undertake an investigation to evolve an el
licient spark-arrester for the railways?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I thin
it could, but one of my own electorsf
Northani has been working for the last I
months in an endeavour to produce an el
jicient spark-arrester, and I think he hm
succeeded.

Mr-. McDonald: If be has, I hope the Go'
ermnent will give him a knighthood and
suitable reward.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
will probably give him a suitable rewayn
but not a knighthood.

Mr. Doney: Will you be able to assur
proper tests?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ye.
With the co-operation of the South 4wu
tralian Government tests on drying Cofli
coal arc being carried out in that State, uE
ing the Fleishner process, and when thg
are completed it is thought that much valu
able information will be available to th
State Government. It was cheaper ano
more convenient for the State Governmen
to use the organisation already estaiblishe
in South Australia to deal with this mat
ter. That State had already developed
plant to do similar work on the develop
ment on the brown coal resources at Leigl
Creek, in the north of South Australia
and it is better from every point of viem
for us to use that organisation rather thai
to set up our own organisation for tha
purpose. The South Australian Govern
merit has co-operated with us and is doin;
this work.

Bl. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin'
(4.29]: Had these Estimates come along a'
the normal period I ivould have taken somi
time on them, but they have been postponed
unavoidably, to this late day.

Mr. Mann: Why apologise to the Govern
ment?7

.Mr. DONEY: Who is apologisingl
think members will understand that I suit IDJ
own convenience by speaking briefly on thii
occasion. The Minister mentioned a numbei
of controversial matters, including shipbuild
ing, home-building, certain industrial under
takings, and so on.

The Minister for Works: I tried to men
tion them all in a kindly way.
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* M.DONEY: All those 'have been freely
dealtwith in debate recently and I will not
indulge in repetition now. The Minister did
invite criticism, especially as to the under-
fikinga at Chandler and Wundowic. He de.
plored destructive criticism, and I hope the
implication was not that there has been de-
strucetive criticism from this side of the
Chiamber.

IThe Minister for Works: There has been
some such criticism in the Press.

Mr. DONEY: None has come from this
s~ije of the House to my knowledge. We are
tnxious to ally ourselves with the Minister

iii the hope that these undertakings will
achieve full Success.

The Minister for Works: I was referring
to critisism in the newspapers.

11r. DONEY: If it so happens that at a,
litter date there are failures that with fore-
sight might. have been avoided, that will be
thq time for, criticism. I had intended to
submit a series of questions on the agricul-_
tral .water supply, but the Minister has

eluarly set out' the position of that scheme.
I..am. obliged to him for indicating that the
Qoxernment is keen to pursue that pro-
grammne with all speed, and 'I was glad to
hear that there is no likelihood of the Com-
monwealth Government declining to provide
finance to assist with the scheme. Those of
us. ,who live along the Great Southern are
more agitated over this water supply ques-
tied thair over any other matter. I hoped,
as 'di other :members on this side of the
House,' that the necessary legislation would
already have been before this Chamber but,
following the Minister's explanation, I take
it for granted that the reason for -the delay
is~hat the ease was not sufficiently wvell for-
wvard: :'I note, with satisfaction, that it is
th~l'Minister's int6h'tion at an early date to
put lh'S ease on paper and submit it to mem-
bers, even though Parliament be not sitting.

'Tlir;6ugh' a colleague in another place the
Minister replied to a number of questions
submnitted by a member in that place. I had
intended to submit other questions in order
to find out whether additional information
was yet available, but I take it that the in-
formation supplied by the Minister is all
that~he'has to, give at this stage. WVe will
therefore have to he satisfied with that for
Ibetime being. There are two small matters
a9gitating the minds of people in the town

that is muy headquarters.. One i's that of a
level-crossing there. About 20 -years ago
that level-crossing was closed and the people
living on either side bad no means of get-
ting across, except by crossings further
north or south on the Great Southern rail-
wLayv, at a distance of one or two miles.

It can quite easily be understood that the
property immediately adjoining east and
wrest of the closed crossing slumped
very substantially in value, something like
75 per cent of the value at the time of the
closure. It might be expected, too, that the
Narrogin council would lay down certain
bargaining terms; and I am given to under-
stand there is ample evidence on paper at
the council office showing that when the
closure took place an understanding existed
between the council and the then Cornmis-
sioner of Railways, Mr Short, that at crossing
would he put in either overhead or by means
of a subway. The closure duly took place,
but the Commissioner side-stepped the bar-
gain by omitting to construct the promised
means of crossing. I bring the
matter' up now for the purpose
of letting the Minister know that
the agitation with respect to some sup-
plenmentary means of getting across (he line
is not dead, hiut Will he placed before him
shortly.

A few wveeks ago I submitted to the aOp-
lpropriatc Minister the matter of a sale by
the Goverhment of the couirt house and other
buildings at the coiner of Federal and For-
tune-streets. I do not know whether the
Premier will recull this matter, but I believe
that so far nothing has been done. That,
too, is a 'question in which the council is
likely to he shortly interesting itself. The
idea is to sell the land upon which the build-
ings aire erected, together with the buildings,
with the, object of using- the proceeds to pay
or hell) to pay, for the construction of Gov'-
ement offices in another but still central
part of the town. There are other matters
which I might have brought forward on this
occasion, but I think I will rvail myself of
olpportunities a little later on, when I see
the Minister in person.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [4.34]: 1 shall
delay the Committee only a few moments. I
want to say a word or two on the comprehen-
sive water scheme before it goes too far.
Everybody is agreed that tdwns should be
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supplied with water; that has to be done.
I think it could be done for very little more
than it will cost to erect the South Freman-
tle electric lighting plant. I say so for the
reason that in South Australia water was
taken 220 miles in 32-inch and 16-inch pip-
ing at a cost of £2,700,000, and that amount
was £400,000 less than the estimate. That
work was carried out during the war years.
It is but natural to ask how, it is that South
Australia could get steel pipes for a scheme
like that, wvhile Western Australia cannot.
The provision of water supplies for Pingelly
ai~d other towns along the Great Southern
railway is even more urgent today than it
was during the years I have been urging
that the scheme be carried out. The people
in that district have just about reached
breaking point because the schemb has been
held up so long. Consequently, I am sorry
to learn that no legislativ'e action has been
taken this session to inaugurate the scheme.

Then there is the other scheme, to which I
urn definitely opposed, and to which there is
rising opposition in the country. It is the
scheme to supply agricultural areas with
water. I appeal to the Minister now that lie
is not proceeding with legislation this Ses-
sion, to send a committee or some authority
through those districts to take evidence from
the farmers in regard to the scheme.. I had
a ease in p)oint the other day. A man had,
come down to see the authorities about writ-
iog off his debts. I asked him whether be
had any papers and he produced some. The
first was n account from the Public Works
Department for £570 for water rates. He
said, "I never had a gallon of that water.
I am not connected with the scheme. I do
not want to be, as I have nil the water I re-
quire." When the Minister and I journeyed
through the district last May, we asked sev-
eral farmers about the scheme. Although it
was the driest summer for many
years, those farmers said, " No, we
have all the water we require." On
questioning the farmers they said that
they had deep dams and narrow damns,
which contained all the water they
needed.

Mr. Cross; Many of those dams would not
be very big.

Mr. SEWARD: I anm aware of that. A bet-
ter policy for the Government to adopt
would he to send dam-sinkinK outfits conm-
plete with men and machinery to the district

and take it from farm to farm to coustru
dams for the farmers, of course chaigit
them for the work, but spreading the -pa
wuent, over, say, five years or more. it-
unfair to ask the farmers to pay for a wait
scheme year in and year out when they iv
not derive any benefit from it. The finaici
drain on them would be too heavy * TheeD
portunity now exists for some authority;
intervien, the fanders ina the district ani
obtain their opinion. In any case-a. Iar
area east of the line along which, the *Pij
line will probably ran would not be sen',
by it. The farmers in those districts-ha
wonderful rock catchments throughout C~
area, big enough to supply the towns as. ii
as the agricultural lands. . -

Mr. Cross: Why does not the local autbo
ity get a bulldozer and construct dains

Mr. SEWARD: Not many local authoa
ties can pay £2,000 for a bulldozer:, i -t tak
them all their time to keep their roads
order. I am not agitating for anythii
which the farmers cannot pay for in d'
course, but they can have all the water tb
need if they have dams of sufficient eapacit
and so this scheme, which will cost some m
lions of pounds, is unnecessary so far
they are concerned. I again appeal to f
Government to make the inquiry I have sn
gested. If, after the inquiry has been be]
the farmers favour the scheme, then :th,
must pay for it. As I said, however, the
is great op~position to it.

3M. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [4.39]: I w
pleased to bear the Minister's comments
his department this afternoon. Dealing wi
the water supply in my district, I feel t
Government would be well 'advised to esta
lish schemes there. Our schemes would ua
be nearly as big as those required for t
farming districts. In the mining areas todl
0110 finds generally a well and probably.
windmill, and the disabilities suffered by t
people living there, especially women; si
children, are serious. I believe there ip
very fine plant at Youanmi at present lyii
idle which, at a sihli cost, say £.%,000. con
be transferred to some big mining centre na
so assist in providing an adequate wat
supply. The people are quite prepared
pay the cost, but doubtless would want t
payment to be spread over a few years.
ask the M1inister to give consideration
thig ialter.
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I was also pleased to hear the Minis- coal which had been kept under a system
ter, for the first time since 'I have been
in the House, make an announcement with
regard to the gasification of Collie coal.
This is the first time we have bad an an-
nouncemnent of any consequence on that
matter. Although the testing was com-
menced in February last, it is evident that
it has not yet been conmpleted. The Minister
ha told the Committee that the plant has
neen sent to WelshpooL for the purpose of
rontinuing the experiment. We all regret
that it has taken so long to complete the
3xperiment, especially as Hunbury was
inxious to use this gas for heating and cook-
iug purposes. There has been some dispute
etween the inventor, Mr. Fox, and those in

tuithority about the use of domestic gas. The
Nliniter told the Committee that the ex-
periments were being continued; bat front
F'ebruary to December is a long time and I
;incerely hope it will not be long before the
mxperirnent is completed at Welshpool. if
we could utilise Collie coal for the whole of
:his State's needs it would be most import-
uit to us, as we would then not be under
he necessity of importing thousands of tons
irom Newcastle. Collie coal could be utilisi'd
it the Perth and Fremantle gasworks. It
-cold also be utilised for other purposes, as
he plant required would be cheap.

I am given to understand that a plant can
w acquired for £5,090 or £8,000. The most
,ostly part would be the reticulation. The
itilisation of Collie coal at Chandler has
oeen considered by experts for some time
mat. I remember that Mr. Fox made a
.tatoment at the time of the installation of
he Chandler plant; he said that had a Collie
!oat gas plant been erected there much
coney would have been saved, as only one
renerator would have been required instead
if five. Probably at that time not sufficient
was known about the cost. Mr. Fox is de-
initely of the opinion that industrial gas
an be produced from Collie coal and that
twould be ideal for use at Chandler. I

herefore hope that the Government will give
onsideration to installing a plant at Chand-
Dr for that purpose. Coal of good quality
.not required; coal of a small size may be
sod. As to the keeping qualities of Collie
oal, that is a serious question. It means
an be devised for preserving the coal-as
hey can-it could be transported to Kal-
oorlie for use at the mines. The Minister
or Mines, Mr. Wilson, and I, viewed some

initiated at Collie. I think the experiment
had been proceeding for five years. The
coal was kept covered up in an ordinary box
by four or five inches of sawdust. After five
years it had not deteriorated at all; it was
the same as when it had been taken out of
the ground. There was not the slightest sign
of crumbling or of deterioration of any
kind. Collie coal could easily he transported
from Collie covered with sawdust. We have
enormious quantities of sawdust going to
waste in this State, and I hope that con-
sideration will be given to this aspect.

Another question of great importance is
the coking of Collie coal. This coke can be
used in extracting iron-ore under modemn
miethods--open hearth methods. The coke
that was produced by accident at Midland
Junction was a high grade metallurgical
coke. I understand Mr. Fox is experiment-
ing with it and has asked Mr. Wilson to
witness at test on Monday afternoon. I in-
tend to avail myself of the opportunity to
see that test. I do not know much about
coal, but I know something about coke. I
know whether it is good or bad when I see it.
If other members are available I hope they
will come along and have a look. I think
the Minister for Industrial Dbvelopment has
a great future in front of him, and, to-
gether with the Minister for Mines, will
probably go a long way towards rehabilitat-
ing Western Australia. The fishing industry
is one that has been mentioned here on many
occasions. To-day it has a bright future.
Canning industries have been established
and they are essential in providing employ-
ment. If we are successful in carrying out
the propositions outlined by the Minister, I
hope that in 12 months' time we will be able
to say that some of the industries have borne
fruit. Coal is very important, and we should
give a lot more consideration to it, and pay
a lot more attention to its by-products. By
doing so we would go a long way towards
making Western Australia a prosperous
state.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [4.411J: As
Chandler is within the boundaries of' my
electorate I have one or two remarks to
make in connection with the enterprise es-
tablished there. I share the optimism of
the Minister in this connection, hut I must
confess that my knowledge as a layman is
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purely superficial. I am inclined to the
opinion that this is likely to become one of
major industries of Western Australia if
tackled on sound lines. I think such an
attempt is being made by those engaged in
the industry and considerable modifications
have had to be made in the original plans
because it was something entirely new. I
believe that, in order to secure success for
the enterprise, some rec~ognition must he
given to this position when it reaches the
stage of normal operations and its affairs
are properly capitalised. .1 am going to
ask that the Government indicate its con-
fidence in the industry's future by provid-
ing the people working in it. and who re-
aide on the spot, with amenities equal to
those in other parts of the State. A town-
site has been surveyed at Chandler but it
is in an undesirable position.

I am going to ask the Minister who, S

the Minister for Industrial Development. is
the head of the enterprise, to take up with
the Minister for Lands the question of sur-
veying a townsite opposite to the present
one with a view to encouraging the work-
ers at the mine to acquire homes of their
own. At present all the residences that
are available are erected on mine property
and belong to the industry. I have been
approached by people who want to make
permanent homes at Chandler because they
are confident that the industry is there to
stay. They want to live in a- comfortable
circumstances as possible. Because of the
lack of social amenities, such as education
and medical benefits, the type of workers
that were attracted to Chandler-and I am
not speaking of the present time as condi-
tions have improved to some extent-has
not been a very desirable one. From a sur-
vey I made of those engaged, I found that*
quite a number had very unenviable records
at Fremiantle and in the Police Department.
That type of individual is not desired there,
particularly because of the siluation of the
mine. It is isolated and has no resident
policeman for its protection.

The result is that it is fertile ground for
practices that are undesirable when it is
hoped to establish this place as an attrac-
tive and major industrial centre. I hope
the Minister will take that into account
and endeavour to have a new townsite sur-
veyed with a view to attracting a good
class of worker. I hope also that working
conditions there will be improved. People

engaged in that industry are, unfortunate)
compelled to contribute to the Mine Worn
cr5' Relief Fund. Because of that, and i
view of the nature of their occupation gel
orally, they are entitled to be included'
the goldflelds area for the calculation
their wages. At times they are workir
under conditions that could not be -wo
sened in any goldmaine in Australia. If t)
Minister intends to reply to the debate
hope he wvill give us some information
to the progress being made by the Gover,
ment in the manufacture of boring plan
which it undertook to make available I
local authorities.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Totan Planning, £2,200; Uso%
pioymnent Relief and State Labour Busren,
£9,305; Department of Industrial Develoi
meid, £lS,4 1 4 -a greed to.

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £677,415:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.,
HI. Panton-Leederville) [4.54]: Lands at
surveys over the last few years have bet
coupled with agriculture. The Premier
that time held these portfolios and naturall
hod a big story to tell, hut agriculture hi
now been taken over by the Minister fi
Education so that there is a big gap in 0
vote. In addition, the Lands Departme
is, to a large extent, concentrating on soli
ier settlement which was thoroughly debau(
here some time ago. That leaves a short
story to tell about lands and surveys. I i
not propose to spend much time today c
this subject. During the war most of tl
men of fighting age, and many of ti
women, of this department were released fi
the Forces so that few employees, othu
than young women, remained in the depar
ment.

During thle last few years the departmex
has been concentrating mainly on surveyin
and mapping for our Allies and our o7
Forces so that the postwar tasks had I
wait. In the last few months, especial]
since the cessation of hostilities, the positic
hans rapidly improved with the result ti
the organisation of staff, and field plan
are well advanced and increasing every do
as the men are returning and becoming en
ployed. Apart from that aspect every avai
able man and woman in the department
concentrating on soldier settlement with
view to implementing the agreement mas
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between the Commonwealth and the State.
We are short of surveyors and valuers and
could do with many more. An increase in
survey expenses. on the Estimates is quite
noticeable and is due to provision being
made for extra survey parties and the pur-
chase of motor vehicles.

Mr. MeLarty: Can you get surveyors?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Most of
them are in the Army, but they are
.-radually coming back to us. Apart from
that it is difficult to get them, At one time
a good deal of surveying was done by con-
tract surveyors, but I think there are only
about two or three of them left now.

Mr. MeLarty: You want some cadets?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have

3ome of them, too. These things are being
looked after and we are training them as
East as we can, but it is impossible to train
icadet surveyor in a few weeks. The work

we are doing requires more than one cadet.

Mr. MeLarty: Are there sufficient offer-
.ng Y

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The in-

ienuc estimated for the Department of
Lands and Surveys is £C210,000, comprising
erritorial, £192,500 and departmental,
,17,500. It is anticipated that the same
imount of revenue will be collected this
-ear as- last year when the actual suim was
:209,48O. The ordinary survey work has'
'allen hopelessly into arrears because of
ack of surveyors. The member for K~ai-
,oorlie wanted to know why I could not
;end a surveyor there to survey some land.
Cha answer is that surveyors, are rare birds
it the moment, it will be impossible to
avertake these arrears until the surveyors,
Low in the Army, are demobilised, and
ithers appointed.

One of the unfortunate things about the
lemobilisation of surveyors is that keymnn
.re Dot being demobilised and ours are key-
rsen in the Army. These good men who are
n the Army seem to be the last to be de-
iobiliaed, andi even when they do comne back
hey cannot do very much until the key-
ien are released from the Services. How-
ver, that is the way of the Army, and] no
3atter what we do we do not seem to get
iuch further ahead. We press, and w(e
7rite, and we telegraph; but we do not
eem to get much result. I think the Pri -

iier must be getting rather tired of v -

ceiving so many letters and telegrams from
me as the Minister for Lands, for despateh
to the Army authorities. During the war
period wve had to make available the sur-
veyors at our disposal for the purpose of
the surveys of the Ord River Valley, which
work was carried out in conjunction with
the soil survey by officers of the Agricul-
tural Department. An examination of the
adjacent country wvas also made in connec-
tion with the soil erosion problem.

The work associated with the geodetic
survey of the metropolitan area had to be
stopped owing to lack of surveyors and
also because of the lack of precision equip-
ment, which was unobtainahle after the in-
strumnents, which had been borrowed from
the Army, were called in. The Army and
departmental officers worked in conjunc-
tion on mapping operations, but since the
war hans ceased the military authorities have
called in the instruments, which have been
despatched to the Eastern States and, as I
mentioned before, it is practically impossible
to get the precision instruments requisite
for the work. A soil survey of a large area
south-east of the Margaret was, carried
out by officers of the Agricultural Depart-
ment in 'Conjunction with officials of the
Lands Department. Plans for the subdivi-
sioni of this area are now complete and are
to he given effect to when required for post-
war settlem~rnL The Surveyor-Gleneral, ac-
companied by the Chief Draftsman, attend-
ed a meeting of the National Mapping
Council at Canberra in January, when pre-
liminatry plans for nation-wide mapping
control were inaugurated. It is anticipated
that this will provide much work for the
drafting branch and require somere
org-anisation and expenditure upon plant
and equipment. The revaluation of the Es.-
pera ne-Salmon Gums district was corn-
pleted, and all the repricing of the outer
areas has thus been concluded.

During this financial year it is hoped to
be able to equip extra survey parties so
that, in addition to the survey work pro-
posed to be carried out in thep Kimberley
Division. including the Ord River survey,
the arrears that have accumulated may be
reduced. Tt is also hoped to proceed with
the geodetic survey of the metropolitan
area, which is an urgent necessity as the
lack of it is holding up the production of
new standard plans of the mectropolitan
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area. Provision has been made for the
purchase of the type of theodolites and
measuring bands required for service of
this precise nature. The department has
had to give priority to subdivisions for
the Workers' Homes Board not only in the
metropolitan area but also in rural dis-
tricts. As members will quite appreciate,
the housing shortage has made this nees-
sary hut, in view of the lack of surveyors,
it hans meant that other essential work had
to 1)e postponed. The field work of the
pastoral lease inspectors appointed in con-
nection with the reappraisement of pastoral
leases, which should have taken place in
1942 but had to be postponed owing to
the war, is now almost complete and, in
connection with this work, an inspection of
portion of the pastoral areas was recently
made by the new Surveyor-General, Mr.
Pahry.

Apar-t fromt the survey task, the get -
era] office woik of the department is also
in arrear. As far as possible, during the
war period temporary assistance was ob-
tained but there is much work that re-
quires, experienced officers and cannot be
relegated to temporary employees. These,
arrears cannot be overtaken until the re-
turn of experienced officers who aire at
present in the Army or on loan to the
Commonwealth. With reg-ard to operations
under the Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act
only two applications for additional assist.-
ance under the Rural Relief Fund Art were
received during last year. These were ap-
proved and involved advances totalling
£256 16s. .3d. The main activities of this
l,raneh of the department are now con-
Pei-ted with the collection of repayments
and the consideration of applications for
writing-off advances. During the past year
repayments to the fund totalled £E10,859
13s. 10d., making the total repaid since the
inception of the scheme, £34,618 8s. 106.

Mr-. Leslie: I should think you wouldS
blush at getting that money hack.

THlE MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
bon. member sees me blushing, hie will
know something is wrong.

Mr. Seward: It will he a reflection from
the rose you always; have in your button-
hole!

THE 'MINISTER FOR, LANDS: Pos-
sibly so. As a result of the passing of
amnendments to the Act in 1942, 362 applica-

tions for writing-off have been receivec
Approval has been given to the writing-o
of the whole of the advance in 167 case;
totalling £18,252 17s. 9d., while 44 applici
tions were deferred and 59 were refusec
The applications of 35 farmers are sti
under consideration. I discussed this mat
ter with the Leader of the Opposition an
I can inform the Committee that the Trea.,
urer is now giving consideration to the mat
ter with a view to a considerable writinE
off being granted; and if I am capable a
blushiingc, I fancy I shall blush at the Trea-
urer's generosity in this regard. As I mei
tioned earlier, the efforts of the officials o
the Lands Department are mainly concer
trated on soldier settlement matters but a
that has been discussed in detail so ni
cently, I shall not say anything about
and shall content myself bYy asking th
Committee to pasqs the Vote.

HOfl Nf. KEENANf ('Nedlands) [5.10]
While I agree as, to the necessity for Cu]
tailing, as far as possible, speeches at thi
A=c of the session, there is a matter

would like to bring under the notice of th
M1inister. I refer to the refusal to allow r(
turned] soldiers to take uip waste Crown Ian
in the metro politan area, land that is of n
use' except for residential purposes. I kan
of ane case. where such an application we
nualc and refused 'for no apparent reasox
W~hat possible reason could there be? On
nould be that these men propose to bail
their own homes and do not desire to prc
cure one through the Woikers' Howe.
Board. Those men are in a financial posi
Lion to erect their own homes and they mnad
arranigenents accordingly with building cor
tractors. The homes were to be built to an
proved designs, but they could not get an
land1. The laud they require is positive].
waiste Crown land, absolutely useless for an
but residential purposes. There are piece
meal blocks here and there in the Mosma
Bay area as well as in Nedlcnds, Wemble
Park and elsewhere.

The Premier: What was that land rn
se-rved for? Do you know I

Hon. N. K{EENAN: It was not reserve
for any particular purpose. I know of on
particular block in Nedlands. comprisin
about four acres. The land is of no pwi
ticular value at all. I saw a report in coT
neetion with that case, and it was state

29J
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by the Town Planning Commissioner, the
Surveyor General and some other officers of
the Crown that the land was of no value
except for bargaining purpose;, meaning
that it could be used if the Crown was
negotiating for some other land, iii which
event the area I refer to could be used for
bargaining purposes by throwing it in as
well. There is some reason for the refusal,
and these men would like to know what it
is. They are anxious to re-establish thenm-
selves in civilian life and to settle down in
their own homes, Unless there is some veryv
good reason for this blank refusal, sutch anl
attitude should cease. That is all I desire to
say on this Vote. My point is parochial in
a sense, but it applies not only to Nedlands
for I am certain that the same set of cir-
cumstances arises elsewhere.

M. BRAND (Greenough) [5.12]: In ris-
ing to speak for the first time in this
Chamber, I would like to mention the un'-
fortunate circumstances which necessitated
the holding of a by-election due to the death
of the late member, Flight-Lieutenant New-
ton, the former member for Greenough. In
extending my sympathy to his relatives and
friends, I would like to record the fact that
he was not only willing to serve his country
in the Legislature but finally to pay the
supreme sacrifice as a soldier in defence of
the Empire. Io following in his footsteps I
can only, as a returned man myself, do the
very heat I can to wake the sacri flees li was
prepared to make himself. As the festivet
season was mentioned during the speech of
the member for Beverley, I fully appreciate,
the general atmosphere of this Hlouse and
therefore rather than indulge in a long
speech, I shall recognise that brevity will be
appreciated at tbia stage of the session, es-
pecially as we are hopeful that Parliament
will again meet early nest year.

The question of land settlement is most
important to each and every one of us and
that applies especially throughout the dis-
trict that I represent. I realise that at this
stage the big task ahead is that associated
with the rehabilitation of land settlement.
The Government is faced with a tremendous
responsibility in tackling the problem of
asertaining the total area of land available
f or settlement by the right type of soldier
settler. I hope those two aspects will be co-

ordinated anld that we shall not have to-re-
live through mistakes such as those that fol-
lowed so closely upon the land settlement
stheme after th 1914-18 war. In) my dis-
trict-I do not wish to he parochial, but I
think it well to speak of matters of which
1 have some knowledge-the problem of sub-
division of land k a vexed one. There are
-several large holdings that if subdivided
wvould provide a inumher of excellent farms.
Irrespective Of p~arty or policy considera-
tions, at this juncture I feel that a farm or
50,000 acres of first class country should
provide a living for between 30 and 40 re-
turned soldier settlers. In that case, tht'
question of the interest of one! or two men
r-hould not be allowed to carry undue weight
when provision is made for settling returned
men onl an area suchl as 50,000 acres.

On the other hand, we must bear in mind
that it would he useless to subdivide large'
fatrms that are being operated successfully iii
producing the food products that are so
necessary to feed the starving million.-
throughout the world. It would he far
better to settle men on first-class land that
is at present availahle. I hope the Minister,
and the Government generally, will eon-
sider that question. It is well known that in
the areas around Ynna, Mullewa and east
of Morawva, there are. many vacited farm-;
which were left by settlers during the dry
period. The land there is first-class, but I
feel that although the season lust closed
has been a good one, returning soldier
farmers should not he encouraged to adopt
the v-iew that following seasons will be
similar to it and take up land as far east
as Southern Cross, in which event we might
have a repetition of the trials and tribula-
tions of which we have heard so much in the
past. I stress that point because I know
that in the northern sections of Western
Australia there are large stretches of light
land, which are to be found not only inthe
drier areas, but from Dongara to Three-
Springs, wvhere there are many thousands
of acres of second-class land heavily
covered by shrubs and wattle thicket, which
could be made available after the first-class
land had been taken up.

That land cvould be made use of for
barley. When speaking to me recently, a
member of the Barley Board suggested that
the area would be excellent for the produc-
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tion of that commodity and he expressed
the opinion that if development took place
along those lines, instead of importing
barley for the production of ale and so
forth, Western Australia could well provide
for all her requirements in that respect and
bave a surplus for export, if the areas r
mentioned were cleared and put under
crop). I suggest that one or two 2,000)
acre holdings of this light land where the
rainfall is assured and where there is a sub-
terranean water supply be used for experi-
mental purposes, not as a State farm or a
research station, but merely to ascertain
what can be done with that land. Similar
experiments might be tried not only at Don-
gara but also in other areas because the
climatic and rainfall conditions of the State
vary so greatly.

In connection with the productivity of
our. soil, there arises the serious problem
causedl by noxious weeds. On the Table we
have the report of the Royal Commission on
Vtermnin in which mention is made of several
new noxious weeds on the Nangetty Station
at Mingenew. I refer to the rapistrum
weed which wye have reason to fear as being
one of our worst menaces. Four years ago,
this weed covered an area of only a quarter
of an acre, whereas it now covers 1,200
acres. I say that the spread of this weed
has resulted from the apathetic attitude,
not of the Government, but of the people
themselves. If we are going to resist the
spread of such noxious weeds, we must
arouse the people from their apathy to the
problem in general and also to
the danger of this particular prob-
lemt. It is too late to ask for Govern-
ment assistance and, all said and done, it iq
difficult to cope wvith the problem without
local organisation.

The same remark applies to vermin, about
-which much has been said during this ses-
sion, but I point out that rabbits are in-
creasing in number. Once again I stress
the imp~ortance of introducing legislation
early next session to co-ordinate the organi-
sations of the Government and the local
authorities and make this a national ques-
tion. In conclusion, I hope that not only
shall we settle soldiers in the South-West,
bat also that every avenue of productivity,
both north and south, will be explored with
a view to building up a well-balanced
rural State an which we can raise a happy
and contented people. I stress again the

need for putting soldier settlers in areau
that get rain in the winter, because the3
must have a sense of security. I ask thE
Minister to consider the north as well as thi
south when framing his Estimates in future

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Farmers' Debts Adjustment

£1,350; Rural and Industries Rank, £5-
agreed to.

Vote-Labour; £1,585:

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hor.
A. H. Panton-Leederville) [5.20J: 1 shal
not spend much time on these Estimate.
because they deal largely with routine mat
ters, hut the member for Pingelly aske&
for information about the holiday arrange
inents for the Christmas season. I do nol
know exactly what the hon. member's com
plaint is, hi every year we have to decidE
which days shall be observed as holidays.

Thme holidays come under three headings:
(1) the bank holidays under the Ban;
Acet; (2) the Public Service holidays tin
der the Public Service Act; and (3) thi
holidays gazetted by the Government foi
shops, etc. This year Christmas Day falls or
Tuesday-it is the first time this has hap-
pened since 1934-and this particular da3
of the week always makes it more diffi
cult to arrange the other holidays. Thi
Government gave close consideration to thu
matter because so many implications wern
involved.

The banks, almost without exception, de
sired the holidays under the Bank Act
which meant Monday, Tuesday and Wed
nesday in Christmas week and Monday an(
Tuesday as the New Year holidays. I ck
not suppose it makes much difference th
the banks what holidays they have becaus4
there are no perishable goods associate(
with banking. People who want to lodgi
money in a bank can make arrangements
to do so, and those who want to withdrav
money do so beforehand and there is noth
ing perishable about that unless they takE
it to the races.

Before the wvar, public servants were in
variably granted three holidays in Christ
inns week and two in the following week
During the war, the number was reduced t(
two in Christmas week and two for th4
New Year. Deputations waited on me an(
strenuously urged that we revert to tho
pre-war practice and grant three holiday



2914 [ASSEMBLY.]

over Christmas. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment at that stage was proposing to'
close down its offices from Christmas Eve
till the day after New Year's Day. Of
coarse, State public servants wanted a
%imilar concession, Wft to this the Govern-
ment could not agree. Then the desire was
to have Wednesday and Thursday, but our
'idea was that they would get a better break
if we granted Monday instead of Thurs-
day. As civil servants do not work on Sat-
urday, this ensured a holiday from. Friday
night till 'Wednesday morning, wvhich was
better than breaking the period by having
them work on Monday. That is the ar-
rangement for the Public Service,

Then came the question of dealing with
the more difficult section-the shops. Ob-
viously, if we closed the shops; on M21onday,
as well as Christmas flay and Boxing Day,
tremendous inconvenience would be caused
to the people. The last opportunity the
womenfolk would have to buy perishable
goods would be Saturday morning and then
they would not be able to get fresh supplies
until Thursday morning. This proposal,
was considered inadvisable because every
home has not a refrigerator or an ice-chest2
and sometimes ice is not obtainable. There-
fore, we decided to gazette the shop holi-
days for the metropolitan area as Christ-
mas flay and Boxing flay and the follow-
ing Monday and Tuesday.

When it came to dealing with the coun-
try, we adopted a similar arrangement, ex-
cept that in those towns that have the 'Wred-.
nesday half-holiday-which wonid fall on
Boxing Day-we decided to meet requests
from shopping districts, by declaring holi-
days on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day. Thus, people who ordinarly would
have a half-holiday on Wednesday, will be
compensated by getting a holiday on Thurs-
day. Since the holidays were gazetted, we
have received one or two small requests.
One came from the butchers in Kalgoorlie,
which of course has a hot climate. They
requested to be permitted to open until 31
a.m. on the Monday before Christmas flay
and until 11 a.m. on New Year's flay, but
we made the time til 11 a.m. on the 'Mon-
day before New Year's flay. It is at diffi-
cult problem. to deal with the -whole of the
State. particularly when Christmas Day
falls on a Tuesday. On looking- up the
data as to what was done in 1934, I found

that the same holidays were then granted
as have been decided upon on this occasion.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [5.26]: 1 thank
the Minister for the explanation, but the
holidays gazetted for the country will ceate
a big difficulty. The business places will be-
open oIL Monday, but they will not hold
their cash from mid-day on Saturday until
Thursday, and this means that the bank
manager, or one of his clerks, will have to
be available on the Monday to receive cash
and lock it up in the safe. Then the banks
will open on Thursday, but the busines
places will be closed on that day. What is
the use of having two or three banks in A
country town open oa the Thursday and all
other places closed9 I admit that it is
awkward to arrange the matter. I recall that
in may time in a bank, when Christmas Day
fell on Tuesday, we had to work on Monday
and received Christmas Day and Boxing,
Day ,ts holidays, and we also received New
Year's Day, and the following dlay.

The 'Minister for Labour: Only those
towns that observe the Wednesday halt-
holiday will get a holiday on Thursday.

*Mr. SEWARD: Pingelly observes a half-
holiday on W"ednesday, and so the Thursday
holiday will apply there. I thank the Minis-
ter for his explanation, hut difficulty will he
created.

Vote put nd passed.

Votes-Farori-s, V-060;
Cou a, 45.200: State Th25uT0 21ce

agreed to.

Arbilratimz
office, £-5-

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue-
and Expvnditure for the year.

Resolutitins reported and the report
adopted.

In Committee of IWays and Means.

THE PREMER~ AND TREASURER
(Tion. F. J. S. Wise--Gascoyne) [5.29): 1.
mnore-

That towards mnaking good the Supply grant-
cil to Hffis M ajesty for the services of the year
endintz the 30th June, 1946, a sum not exceed-
iaipg £9,057,685 be granted from the Consoli-
Thrtcd Revenue Fund.

Question put and passed.

Resolution, reported and the report
adopted.
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STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Committee.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the State Trading Concerns for the year
ending the 30th June, 1946, now considered,
Mr. Roaoreda in the Chair.

Division~state Engineering Works,
B310,022; State Quarries, £2950; West
Australian M1eat E~xports, £140,900; State
Brick TWorksq, £59 .055-agreed to.

Divisioa-Statc Hotels, £U2,503:

Mr. SEWARD: This is a division that
arouses my curiosity. It seems extraordinary
that we should he budgeting for a deficiency
of £1,503, because so far as T know condi-
tions are fairly good for hotels this year.

The Minister for Lands: There is a short-
age of beer.

Mr. SEWARD: There has been, but
conditions are not too had. My reason for-
speaking on this division is some comments
appearing in the tabled report of the State
Hotels Department. There is one report
from the manager of the Wongan Hills
Hotel referring to furniture and a refrigera-
tor. It states-

Portion of the old furniture is still in Perth
.and will be disposed of to the best advantage,
and when final valuation is made by the Public
works Department, the ncessary adjustment
will be made.
I. find that the Wongan Hills Hotel was
built in 1940 and that £1,220 worth of fur-
niture has been lying in Perth for the last
two or three years. That seems extraordinary
in view of the price that furniture was
bringing during that period. I am surprised
that it could not be sold or passed on to
some other State Hotel.

The Minister for Lands: It was being re-
novated to makte it saleable.

Mr. SEWARD: In view of the prices pre-
vailing, I should have thought it would not
have been worth renovating; that more value
would have been obtained by selling it as it
wvas. With regard to the refrigerator from
the old building, a report from the Public
Works Department indicates that it has been
stored in Perth and has deteriorated to such
an extent as to be practically useless. That
calls for some explanation. I do not know
wvhat was the value of the plant, but it must
have been of some value to have been left
until it became of no value at all.

The Minister for Lands: If it was any
thing like the old Wongan Hills Hotel ii
was not worth very much!I

Mr. SEWARD: Surely it must have beer
worth something to have been sent fron
Wongan Hills to Perth! The report of th4
Auditor General indicates that four Stati
hotels reported an increased turn-over ant
the other three showed a reduction on ti
figures of the previous year. The repor
points out that a comparison of the resturnm
from the seven hotels disclosed fairly widh
variations in the gross percentages. This
according to the report, is not unusual ant
satisfactory explanations have been received
but the variations disclosed by the percent
age returns from somec of the howels during
the last t"-o years wvhen conditions have no
altered to any extent requires further inves
tigation and will be followed up with fiji

management. Five of the seven hotels an,
situated in agricultural townships and th,
other two in industrial areas.

I consider that an investigation is neodet
into the conduct of State hotels, and I thini
it would be found that better results couli
be achieved by their being leased. The fae
that they are showing losses at a time lilt'
this calls for investigation, and I hope th
Minister will see that a close examinatioj
of the position is made. It must be remern
bered that the State hotels are not in limt
with ordinary hotels. Generally speaking
they are without opposition and can fix thei
own hours in keeping with the Licensinj
Act provisions, whereas many of the othe
hotels have to run a risk through their ens
tomers coming for a drink after hours, t
indulge in longer trading hours, and genet
ally to fulfill conditions that call for adde4
expensel5.

Mr. THORN: I hope the Government wil
take note of what the member for Pingell
has said. If it wants to make money
should consider leasing the hotels. It is oat
in keeping with human nature that manager
of -these hotels should not be greatly con
cerned with their efficient management an,
with the business side to the same exten
that a leaseholder would be. We have
State hotel in Holgart. It is quite a goo,
building, but the establishment is pitiful]
)uail. It is a shocking hotel.

Mr. Cross: I went there once, and ther
was nobody there at all.

Mr. THORN: It is a shocking- place!
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Mr. Smith: From what aspect-the resi-
dential or some other aspect I

Mr. THORN: From every aspect.
Mr. Smith: There are other shocking

hotels, too.

Mr. THORN: I do not want to upset tht
member for Brown Bill-Ivanhoe. I know
there are other shocking hotels; but I am
talking about the hottls owned by the Gov-
ernment, and I am endeavouring to advance
suggestions that may assist the Government
to obtain revenue instead of making a loss.
If the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe or I
happened to be a leaseholder of one of these
hotels, either of us would endeavour to run it
efficiently because it would be to our per-
sonal interest to do so. But the Government
has quite nice buildings throughout the
country which are bringing in no revenue
but are showing losses. In those circum-
stances the Government is justified in giving
consideration to their being leased. In tho
interests of the farmers and other residents
of the Bolgart district, I want to see an im-
provement made in the State hotel there. I
think the Inst man in charge was a returned
soldier with one arm and he worked very
bard. I believe he was an improvement on
the previous manager and was setting out to
do his best. I think he pulled the businesass
together a bit and showed a better percen-
tage, but there is still tremendous room for
improvement.

The Minister for Justice: It is more
a matter of providing a public service than
of making a profit.

Mr. THORN: Yes. It must be admitted
that during the war there was trouble in get-
ting staff and other difficulties. But those
difficulties could be overcome now and there
should be a big improvement.

Mr. WATTS: I intervene in this debate
because I believe that greater activity and
supervision on the part of the Government
could make these hotels profitable, whether
they be leased or not. Whether they should
be leased is certainly a matter that should
be given consideration, but I submit that
it ought to he possible to make a profit ouE
'of them without leasing them. I venture to
suggest there are no seven comparable
hotels in Western Australia which are going
to budget for a loss of £1,500 during the en-
suing financiall year; and I venture to sug-
gest there are no hotels in Western Aus-

tralia of a comparable kind which did not
show a very substantial profit last year.
They would be paying from £10 to £25 a
week,' depending on the hotels involved, for
rent to their landlords; and the proprietors
would be making from £500 to £1,000 a
year. That would mean that there would be
from those hotels, notwithstanding the dif-
ficulty of obtaining supplies and manpower,
compared with other hotels, a profit of be-
tween £7,000 and £12,000, when one includes
rent paid to landlords in similar cases.

So there seems to be something wrong,
and it is the worst advertisement we could
have for State enterprise. The whole world
knows it is extremely rare for an hotel to
make a loss, so if the State cannot make a
prolit out of its hotels, the people will say,
"Do not have State Trading Concerns." If
the Government wants to remove the very
strong objection which there is from a great
number of people-an objection far
stronger than any I might have-the best
way is to establish the fact that the exist-
ing State Trading Concerns are capable of
being run in the same way as other enter-
prises and of making a margin of profit. I
agree with the member for Toodyay that
some of these State hotels could be very
much better managed than they are. There
again, it is the question of the State setting
an example. There are very strong views
held by some people, and I do not know that
they are Dot sound views in some respects,
that the whole question of liquor disposal
and sale should be in the hands of a State
authority. Anybody who held, that point
of view after spending an hour or two in
the hotel to which the member for Toodyay
referred could be regarded as insane, be-
cause it does not compare in the slightest
degree with similar premises in other coun-
try towns, no better circumstanced and
serving no greater districts.

The whole thing seems to require a
thorough overhaul and, even ignoring the
questions I have raised, there is the position
of the Treasurer, who is entitled to expect
something now and then, especially when
private hotelkeepers can manage to make
the business lucrative by paying attention
to detail. These hotels% do not havp to pay
licenses, which gives them a further advan-
tage. I hope the Treasurer will see that
he gets something from thenm. They should
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be made to provide a better service to the
people served and to set an example for
other hotel proprietors to live up to.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I make
no apologies, and I agree with everything
that has been said on the matter. Some of
the State hotels are just about as bad as
they could be. We have had a strenuous
time in the last few weeks, but the whole
matter is being gone into, in order to bring
about a thorough reorganisation. A. fort-
night ago I stayed at Wongan Hills, and
that hotel was in excellent condition. it
'would be disastrous if it were allowed to
come down to the level of some of the
others. When the State hotels were estab-
lished the idea was to give the people of
Western Australia the best possible service
at reasonable prices. I know of Bolgart and
one or two other places where it is not nice
to think that the hotels are State hotels.
One or two people at Wongan Hills told
me that the State hotel there is worth much
more to the town than was the old hotel,
because it attracts people to come 20 or 25
miles further than they used to come, to
stay the night. I assure the Leader of the
Opposition that there is to he a thorough
inquiry into the whole business and at re-
organisation. If there is anything out of
which we should make a profit it is the State
hotels.

Division put and passed.

Divisions--State Shipping Service,
£3.37,244; State Sawmnills, £6576,151; Wynd-
ham Freezing Works, £9186,000-agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the Trad-
ing Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

DILL-APPROPRIATION.

message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of -the Bill.

-First Beading.

In accordance with resolutions adopted
in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, leave given to introduce the Bill,
which was read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Cascoyne) [5.471: 1 mov--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

MR.. WATTS (IKatanning) [5.48]: 1 wish
to refer to a statement by the Minister for
Lands on the Lands Estimates, relating to
the Rural Relief Fund. I am glad to hear
that, since the conversation I had with him,
and to which he referred, he has taken steps
to have consideration given to the writing-
off of the whole or a portion of the amount
involved in the indebtedness of farmers to
the Rural Relief Fund. As is well known,
the money, amounting to approximately
£E1,250,000, was, as far as the finances of thei
State of Western Australia were concerned,
agift from the Commonwealth, It has al-

ways seemed to me that it should not have
beenk made a charge on the properties of the
farmers conerned. I have frequently ex-
pressed that view, and more recently to the
Minister himself, and I am glad that the
matter is flow being reconsidered.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Ccmriltee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill -read a third time and transmitted th
the Council.

BILL-SOUTH-WEST STATE POWER
SCHEME.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received n
read notifying that it had agreed to thE
consequential amendment made by the As.
sembly to the Council's amen dment.

BILL-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMO)TION$ APP EAL BOARD).

Council's Mlessage.

Message from the Council received anl
read notifying that it had agreed to thE
conference mflflfgers2 report.
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BILL-COMMONWEAfLTH POWERS.

Council's Messae.

Message from the Council received
read notifying that it had agreed to
,conference managers' report.

and
the

HILL-MARKETING or EGOS.
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of eight amendments made by
Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 7 (2) : Delete the word
"five" in line 30 and substitute "six."

.The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This deals with the constitution of the
board. Another place has taken action the
effect of which is to constitute the board al-
most on exactly the same lines as originally
proposed in the Bill.-I move

Tlhat the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 7 (3) : Delete the woryi
"five" in line 32, and substitute "six."

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This deals with the same matter and is
really consequential. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 7, (3): Delete all words
contained in paragraph (a) and substitute
the following words:-''onc shall be a per-
son nominated by the Minister and who is
a commercial producer whose main source
of income is derived from poultry farm-
ing-;''

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This amendment is not altogether the same
as the original proposal in the Hill, but it
is in conformity with an amendment I
placed on the notice paper with the inten-
tion of moving it. I did not do so because
by way Of an amendment one member was
deleted from the board. In the circum-
stances, the amendment is acceptable, and
I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mfr. Watts: Will you tell us how the
board will be constituted flow?

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. One member is to be a person non-
mnated by the Minister, who is a comimer-
cial producer whose main source of income
is derived from poultry farming. That does
not affect the principle that was embodied
in the Bill but makes the position more spe-
cific. Then tbere are two persons to be
nominated by the Minister to represent the
consumers and one of those consumer-rep-
resentatives at least is to lie a person of
mercantile and commercial experience in
the marketing of eggs. That is slightly
different from what was suggested in the
Bill, because it sets out that at least one or'

the members must have mercantile and
commercial experience in the marketing of'
eggs. Then there is a person who is to be
nominated by the Minister and that person
is not to be engaged or tinancially inter-
ested in the business of producing or selling
eggs and hie is to be the chairman of the
board. That is slightly different from the
provision in the Bill.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 7, (3): Delete all words
contained in parag-raph (b) and substitute
the following word:- two shall be per-
sons nominated by the Mlinister to repre-
sent the consumers, one of whom at least
shall be a person of mercantile and com-
mercial experience in the marketing of
eggs; "

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICUL~TURE:
I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 7: Insert a new paragraph
after paragraph (c) to stand as paragraph
(d) as followvs:-'' (d) one shall be a per-
son nominated by the Minister, who is not
engaged or financially interested in the
business of producing or selling eggs and
who shall be the chairman of the board.''

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Bill originally provided for the Min-
ister to nominate a person who was not en-
gaged in the business of producing eggs.
The Council has added that the person
shall not be interested in the selling of
eggs. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.
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No. 6. Clause 24, (1): Delete the word
'except'' in l ine 9, and substitute the word

."whether.''

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:-
During the debate when the Bill was before
membyers in this Chamber, the Leader of
the Opposition raised a point regarding the
words "wholesale or retail" in relation to
business and I undertook to have the mat-
ter looked into. It 'was discovered that the
word "whether" should have appeared in-
stead of "except."

Mr. Watts: I knew there was something
wrong.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
'This amendment was inserted in another
place to rectify the matter. I niove-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment lgreed to.

No. 7. Clause 40: Delete the words
"until the thirty-first dlay of December one

thou'ousd nine hundred and forty-eight or"
in lines 40, 41 and 42.

TilE MINISTER FOR AGUqCULTUJRE:
Tis deals with the duration of the Act.
When we provided for its operation for
five years we left in the words "until the
thirty-first day of December, one thousand
nine hundred and forty-eight or for five
years'' whichever was the later. The dis-
parity between the terms was regarded as
too wide, and the amendment is to adjust
the position. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 40, line 44:-Delete the
words "whichever is the later date":

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
These words are no longer necessary as the
five-years. period is stipulated. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's,

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted

an(1 a message accordingly returned to the
Concil.

R11IL-JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT,
Seco-nd Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
MRt. SEWARD (Piugellyl [6.71: This

Bill provides that justices shall not be per-

mitted to sit on the bench and bear eases
after reaching the age of 70 years. When
speaking on the Address-in-reply, I indicated
that, if a Bill were introduced providing for
the abolition of justices of the peace, I
would cordially support it because I consider
the time has come when the work should be
performed by stipendiary magistrates. How-
ever, that is not provided for in this Bill.

Mr. Watts: Youi would need more of them.

Mr. SEWARD: Undoubtedly, but I think
they would be worth the additional expense.
I cannot see myself supporting this Bill to
prevent justices sitting on the bench just be-
cause they have reached the age of 70. 1
might he singuilar in my view, but I consider
that the most vailuable attribute of a justice
is the experience he has gained through his

lifetimie. We frequently hear the statement,
"Youth must be served" anid that we should
appoint younger mnen for these positions.
M~k viewv, however, is that a man, when sit-
ting in judgment on his fellows, needs the
attributes that come from long experience.
If a man has not had such experience, he is
apt to form a wrong juidgment on the actions
of his fellow-men. Simply because a man
has reached the age of 70, it does not fol-
low that he is nut able to discharge the duties
of a justice. Many men appear to be old
at 60, while others seem to be little more
than middle-aged even after they have
passed the 70 mark. In these matters, it
is impossible to generalise.

Many men aind women who are filling the
positions of justices of the-peace are more
or less advanced in years. They have pro-
bably retired from active business, hut are
still in full possession of their mental facul-
ties, and by reason of that fact are com-
petent to carry out the duties just as
well as ever they were. Thus it is not fea-
sible to provide that, because a man or
woiman hans reached the age of 70, he or she
shall not sit on the bench. Especially does
this apply to a mian sitting in the Children's
Court. A young& Mn cannot have acquired
the experience possessed by older men for
dealing with children that come before the
court, and I think it essential to have a man
with experience to guide him before be passes
judigment on children.

The sp)onsor of the Bill told US that SOME
tyPs of cases tried by Justices here would1
not be heard by justices in some of the othett
States. In Victoria, some such cases Would be
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dealt with only by a magistrate, but the point
is that such cases are sent on for trial by
some higher court. During recent years it
has been difficult to get julstice , and some
young and very inexperienced men were ap-
pointed-men who were not mixers in life-
with the result that their decisions were often
upset by higher courts. We want to avoid
that sort of thing. if younger men are ap-
pointed, it would be advisable to arrange for
them to sit on the bench with experiencedi
men who would be able to give them a little
guidance. Recently I read at letter over the
signature of a friend of mine and of the
member for Williams-Narrogin dealing with

this question. Hie has probably reached the
age of 70, but I would defy anyone to say

that he is not fully capable of discharging
his duties as a justice of the peace. He has
carried out those duties for many years as
an honorary justice. I oppose the second
reading.

MR. DOWDY (Will iams-Narrogin)
[6.11]: :1 would dislike this Bill at any time,
but I particularly dislike it in a session
crammed as this one is with a lot of leg-
islation, necessary and unnecessary, especi-
ally when the Premier is exerting every ef-
fort to restrict the notice papers to me&-
-sures calculated to benefit the State. Abil-
ity and a capacity to exercise judgment
do not cease at the age of 70 years.

Mr. Abbott: That is the age provided for
the retirement of judges.

Mr. DONEY: I am not discussing judges.
I am merely saying that capacity for judg-
ment does not cease at 70; nor does it
necessarily cease on the attainment of 7.5
or 80 years. To push all justices out ar-
bitrarily at the age of 70-would he absurd,
and I am wondering why the sponsor of the
measure in another place should have
achieved the success be did. The great
Churchill himself was not too old at 70;
in fact, I imagine that he must have done
his very best work at about that age. Every
member can call to mind scores of such
men who are just as capable now as they
were at any time of their lives.

If there is a desire to cleanse the jus-
tices' roll, ample means are available to do
it in a proper way and in a way far more
efficacious and less invidious than is pro-
posed in this Bill. The measure is really
an affront to scores and possibly a couple

of hundred good solid men who have given
a tremendous amount of valuable and un-
paid public service to the State. The mem-
ber for Pingelly mentioned a man who had
written a letter on the subject a few days
ago. He is a man of wide experience and
knowledge, and conducts all the coronial in-
quiries in the town, besides doing a great
(elen of work in the children's court and
ordinary bench work.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. WATTS (Ratanning) (7.30]: I re-
gret that my colleague, the member for
Williams-Narrogin, having been called
away to attend to an urgent matter in his
eletorate, is unable to finish the remarks
he was making; and I feel disposed, to the
best of my ability, to finish them for him. I
do not approve of the proposal in this mea-
sure, and I hope the House will not agree
to it. I suppose I have had as much ex-

pecrience of honorary justices of the peace
in court work as any other member -in this
House, because they are much more fre-
(luently employed, if I understand the pos-
ition aright, inl the country areas
than they aire in the metropoli-
tan district-at least as far as
the appearance of legal practitioners be-
fore them is concerned. I say without a
shadow of hesitation that some of the best
justices I have seen-who, because of their
experience and knowledge, were mentally
capable of dealing- with matters that had
to come before them in the absence of resi-
dlent magistrates who were frequently ab-
sent from those centres-were over 7
years of age. I do not for one moment
suggest every justice of the peace, whether
he be over- 70 years of age or under, de-
serves to remain onl the Commission of the
Peace. But I suggest that the proper rem-
edy is to take any man off whom it may be
desired to remove, and to issue a new Com-
mission of the Peace, if necessary, without
his name thereon.

Mr. North: There is power, is there not?

Mr. WATTS: The Premier's Department.
wvhich creates justices of the peace, has ab-
solute power, if it wishes, to issue a new
Commission which does not contain a jus-
tice 's name, no matter what his age, if he
is found unsuitable or incompetent. So it
.seems that it would be reasonable to sug-
gest that the obligation to deal with a mat-
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ter of this nature should be placed upon
the proper department, and that there
should not be an invidious distinction
against men who have been appointed to a
purely honorary position, such as is pro-
posed in this -Bill. I do not know what is
the age of our hon. colleague from Ned-
lands; but I venture to suggest that he has
by now at least passed three score years
and 10.

Mr. Cross: He is an exception.

Mr. WATTS: There arc many more.I
would not like to suggest that he should
be excluded, were he a justice of the peace,
under a proposal of this kind. A stipen-
diary magistrate who retires when he is 70
because he is an employee-a even then
continues five years longer than the average
Government employee-if this Bill were
law, after all his knowledge of the law and
after all his years of experience, would be
unable, the day after his retirement, to sit
upon the bench and decide a case of small
importance, although he would be mentally
*equippedl in every way to deal with it. So
it seems to mue that we would be much bet-
ter advised not to pass this measure but to
leave to the proper department the obliga-
tion of dealing, with individual cases, if
there chance to be any where that power
should be used to remove an offending
justice, whatever his age, from the bench,
because in my experience we have just as
much satisfaction from men who are pre-
pared to sit upon the bench and who are
-over 70 years of age as we receive from
men under that age.

There comes a time when the average
man who has been appointed a justice of
the peace and reaches a considerable age is
not anxious to take any part in court work
at all but much prefers not to have anrything
to do with it. In those circumstances, he is
wise to keep away from it. It is not rea-
-sonable, bearing in mind all the facts men-
tioned in the House today, to pass this legis-
lation and simply say that no matter who a
man is or what his service has been or what
his profession has been, because he has at-
tained the age of 70 he may not sit on the
'bench in an honorary capacity.

Lastly, it seems to me to be a very poor
compliment to the Legislature itself if we
are going to say that a man over 70, no mat-
ter what his mental attainments, cannot sit
upon the bench; and yet be willing-as I

think we should be, because it is the electors'
business to say who shall represent them
anud not ours-to allow a man over 70 years.
of age, if the electors select him, to sit here
and take part in the Most important busi-
ness transacted in the supreme court of the
land, if I may use that phrase-Parliament
itself,

Mr. Abbott: We do not know that we are.
There is no Bill providing for that.

Mr. WATTS: At present there-is no re-
striction on the age of ineni~ers of Parlia-
ment, and I submit there is no need for any,
because the electors arc their employers;
and, irk the same way as any other employer
can dismiss his employees, so the electors
can dismiss their representatives at any
time- after they have been three years in
Parliament. If we think that in those cir-
cumstances there are men over 70 years of
age fit to represent the people in Parliat-
ment, then I submit there are men-and the
matter should be at the discretion of the
department concerned-fit to sit on the
bench over that age, and for that reason we
should not pass this legislation.

MR. CROSS .Cannigj [7.37] : Some
time ago we passed a Bill which compelled
judges of the Supreme Court and of the
Arbitration Court to retire at 70 years of
age, because it was considered that at that
age they had ou'tlived their usefulness. We
do not take notice of -cxceptional cases but
consider the average.

Mr. Thorn: It was not done for that reaL-
son at all. It was a matter of policy, and
you know it!

Mr. CROSS: As a matter of fact, none
of these people will lose a penny as a re-
sult of this change. They will retain their
Commission. All that will happen is that
they will be prevented from sitting on the
bench. If the stipendiary magistrates and
judges are retired at 70 years of age, then
honorary justices should be retired as well.
In order to he consistent, we must carry
this measure. For that reason, I intend to
support the Bill.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) (7.39):- I do not
think the member for Canning should be al-
lowed to get away with the statement be
made, because he absolutely misled the
Ho use.

Mr. Cross: Do not talk rot!I
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Air. THORN: See how angry he gets
when he hears a home truth! The fact of
the matter is that judges and stipendary
magistrates arc retired at the age of 70 in
accordance with Government policy. It is
quite right, too. The policy is to give
younger men an opportunity to occupy
those positions, and the hon. member knows
it. It is not that those men have outlived
their usefulness. It is not that they are in-
capable of occupying their positions but it
is done for the reason I have stated. I
agree with the Leader of the Opposition.

IMr. W. Hegney: Of course you would!

Mr. THORN: Why should I not? If we
are going to agree to a measure of this de-
scription, it is a great reflection on the Legis-
]atore of this State. If such a principle
should apply to justices of the peace, it
should apply also to members of this Par-
liament.

Hon. H. Millington: Hear, hear!
Mir. THIORN: As we have no intention of

making it apply to this Parliament-because
we know we can get from older members of
this Parliament judgment just as sound as,
and indeed sounder than comes from the
new young broonis, that enter the House
and want to sweep everything before them.

Mr. Abbott: You are looking ahead arc
you?

Mr. THORN: Yes; and I hope the hon.
member is, because he looks further ahead
than I at present.

Mr. Abbott: Quite right.

Mir. THORN: No, I am only trying to
apply commonsense to any decision we may
reach in this Chamber. Gentlemen occupy-
ing these positions, particularly in the
country, are fulfilling a very useful pur-
pose; and if the work they are doing were
analysed, it would be found that their
judgment is quite sound. Moreover, they are
doing the work in an honorary capacity;
and we should not reflect on them but give
them credit for the services they have
rendered in the past and allow them to con-
tinue. We should not pass legislation of
this kind, and I hope this Bill will receive
the treatment some of our Bills receive in
another place.

MRl. GRAHTAM (East Perth) [7.43): 1
agree that the retiring age is a matter of
Government policy as it has been given

effect to in a number of instances, in certain
eases at 65 and in others at 70. 1 think the
principle has been sufficiently well estab-
lished to be continued in all directions where
the Government has any say with regard
to appointments. Mention has been made
of the fact that there is a retiring age for
judges and stipendiary magistrates. There
is no retiring age for members of the
Licensing Bench, but I understand that the
Government has decided that when a per-
son reaches 70 he shall not be re-appointed
to that office. I feel that while there are
occasions when persons retain their mental
faculties to the full to ages far beyond 70,
nevertheless the principle is sufficiently im-
portant to embody in the amendment that
is before us. After all, the position under
review is a most responsible one and if there
be cases-even if they be few-of persons
whose outlook and mental wisdom have
been affected to some extent on account of
the onset of years, surely that is a risk we
should not be prepared to allow.

I do not think it can be denied that those
who are advanced in years are in the main
persons who make themselves available most
for services on the bench, because of the
fact that there is a generally accepted retir-
ing age; and after those persons have
ceased their normal occupations, sitting on
the bench becomes a happy pastime, some-
thing with which to occupy the spare hours
on their hands. Unfortunately, very few
people are able to assess their true value in
the positions they occupry. If there is a
possibility of injustice being done no risk
of that should be taken. I am surprised that
there should be opposition to this measure,
as it has long been an established principle
that there should be a retiring age. That
applies to magistrates and judges,
who discharge a function similar
to that of justice of the peace
when sitting on the bench. Surely
that principle should be extended to the
justices of the peace. I support the second
reading of the Bill and hope it will be given
effect in order that there may be consistency,
that those who have passed the prime of
their mental faculties shall not be allowed to
sit on the bench, aind so that those horn
not only in the last generation hut the
generation before may not be in a position
to give rulings on mnatterA occurring at the
pr'esent day.
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With the passage of time the outlook and
code of ethics changes and those who have
so many years behind them cannot fully ap-
prediate that. Many of the hitter expressions
heard from time to time from various
organisations as to the conduct of youth are
heard because the majority of the members
of organisations I have, in mind are men-
tally on the decline, and their own adven-
hires or escapades of perhaps 50 years ago
have been forgotten, so that they have a
totally different outlook on the matter.
Surely it is obvious that if magistrates are
retired at the age of 70, for the purpose
of providing opportunity for advancement
to young men, justices of the peace should
also be retired. 'There should be a guaran-
tee that men cannot continue indefinitely
until they reach their second childhood. I
hope the Bill will be passed.

IM. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [7.50]: 1
am yet to be convinced o f the necessity for
this measure. The only argument of any
weight that I have, heard in its favour is
that on the score of consistency, put up by
the member for East Perth. We have
passed legislation to make a retiring age
of 70 compulsory for Judges and magis-
trates; and the samne might bre applied to
justices of the peace. I would have ex-
pected those favouring this measure to put
up evidence of cases where justices of the
peace, over 70 years of age, have given
decisions contrary to the spirit of justice
and fairplay.

Mr. Leslie: Now you are getting on to
something.

Mir. STYANTS:- That has not been done.
I could quote many instancs where those
in higher positions than that of justice of
the peace have given most erratic decisions,
and I refer to people considerably below
70 years of age. I have in mind a case
where a lumaper at Fremantle was given
three months' imprisonment because he was
found with two tins of whitebait in his
possession, while another main, who had a
motor tyre and a considerable quantity of
material that he admitted baring stolen
from the defence authorities, at a time
when those articles were most sorely
needed, was tried before the same magis-
trate and was bound over on a bond of £20
to be of good behaviour for 12 months.

Mr. Abbott: Were there previous con-
victions in either ease?

Mr. STYANTS: There was no reference
to previous convictions of the lumper, in the
newspaper report. A few weeks ago a
case was heard in Perth before a magis-
trate. A man, drunk in charge of a motor
vehicle, dashed out of Wellington-street
and over the Horseshoe Bridge and collided
with another vehiele there. He pleaded
guilty to having been drunk and was fined
£5, If the sponsors of this measure
brought forward cases such as that, I
would be prepared to give some considera-
tion to it.

Mr. Abbott: You cannot urge those facts
without full consideration of all the facts.

Mr. STYANTS: Not much consideration
is necessary when a man pleads guilty to
being drunk in charge of a motor vehicle
in Well ington-street and to having collided
with a vehicle on the Horseshoe Bridge. A
magistrate in the North-West meted out
severe punishment to a man there. That
man appealed and the appeal judge in
Perth made somre caustic criticism of the
magistrate's decision, and upheld the ap-
peal. When it comes to decisions that are
difficult for the layman to understand, such
decisions do not come only from justices
r'S the peace. I believe justices of the
peace are, in the main, men who have taken
up that work as a hobby and who have
shown themselves to be above the average
iii intelligence and ability, and there is no
doubt that they are in full possession of
their faculties after reaching- 70 years of
age. The measure proposes only to pre-
vent such m6n sitting on the bench. To be
consistent it would have to deprive themn
of their other rights. If their faculties
are not sufficiently active to allow them to
decide whether a man was drunk on Sat-
urday night, or what the penalty should be
on Monday morning, they should not be
allowed to sign important documents or
witness signatures.

Mr. Abbott: Do you not believe in the
Government's policy of ietiring them at
709

Mr. STYANTS: I believe that to a cer-
tain extent the Government's policy is to
retire these people in order to allow the
promotion of younger men, and to that ex-
tent I support that policy. I think there
should be some means of promotion for
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younger men, and it is only on that score
that I believe magistrates and judges
should be retired at 70.

Mr. Thorn: If people such as that could
act as justices of the peace, and carry on,
their services would be of advantage to the
State.

Mr. STYANTS: That is so.

The Minister for Justice: A number ot
ex magistrates are acting in that capacity.

Mr. STYANTS: It must be remembered
that the position of justice of the peace
is entirely honorary. There are people who
are anxious to be made justices of the
peace, who are prevented from obytain-
ing that honour because there are already
sufficicnt appointees in the district con-
cerned, but I do not think that argument
has a great- deal of weight. If a -justice
of the peace, through misfortune or advanc-
ing years, has not retained his mental
faculties and does something that is not a
credit to him, his commission can be re-
voked. Until such time as the sponsors of
the measure can prove that those holding
commissions have done something con-
trary to the ethics of the position, or,
have meted out decisionst Lhat are tainted
with injustice, I do not propose to sup-
port the measure.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [7.55]: It can
not be claimed that anybody will lose any
money because of this measure. The posi-
tion of justice of the peace is a matter of
reputation and honour. I think the rig ht
course would be to provide that all present
justices of the peace should carry on for as
long as they wish but that all justices ap-
pointed after this year, should retire at the
age of 70. We must realise that unless we
provide for the younger people to have a
reasonablA! number of years in their occupa-
tions, there will be chaos and the old men
will be hated and pointed at by the genera-
tion coming on, for holding on to their posi-
tions. I think the Bill is a pointer to the
future. I support the Bill with the reserva-
tion that those who are now justices of the
peace be allowed to carry on.

Mr. MANN- I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. MANN: I move-
That the debate he adjourned to a later-

stage of the sitting.
Motion put and passed.

BILIL-EtUflCIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AIOEqDMINT.
Cownei4'Amendments.

Schedule of 27 amendments made by the.
Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The first ten of the-
amendments moved by the Council are as
follows:-

No. 1. Clause 3:-Delete.
No. 2. Clause 4:-Delete.
No. 3. Clause 5:-Delete.
No. 4. Clause 6:-Delete.
No. 5. Clause 7:-Delete.
No. 6. Clause 9 :-Delete.
No. 7. Clause 10:-Delete.
No. 8. Clause 11:-Delete.
No. 9. Clause 12:-Delete.
No. 10. Clause 13:-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Amend-

ments Nos. 1 to 10, inchiL.ive, deal' with
the question of plural voting. I move--

That amendments Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive,
be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council 4
amendments not agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 14:-Delete.
No. 12. Clause 15:-Delete.
No. 13. Clause 16:-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- These

amendments deal with the prohibition of'
meetings being held before. 7 p.m. In order
to meet the Council in a spirit of com-
promise, I am prepared to accept these
amendments, and I move-

That amendments Not. 11 to 13, inclusive,
he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Connkeil's;
amendments agreed to.

No. 14. Clause 21, lproposed new Section
219A :-Insert the words "or purchase" aftei-
the word "Purpose" in line 31.

No. 15. Clause 21, proposed new Section
219A :-Insert the words 'sold under con-
tract of sale or be'' after the word "be'"
in line 31.
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No. 16. Clause 21, proposed new Section
219k :-Insert the word "leased" after the,
word "such" in line 33.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
amendments deal with the question of muni-
cipal councils being given power to purchase
houses for the purpose of selling or leasing
them. I do not propose to accept them, and
I move-

That amendments Noot 14 to 16, inclusive,
be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments not agreed to.

No. 17. Clause 21, proposed new Section
219k :-Delete from the proviso the words
"no freehold estate in any such land shall be
granted to any enmployee and that" in lines
.37 and 38.

No. 18. Clause 21, proposed new Section
219k :-Insert the proviso, after the word
"land" in line 40, the words "or the purchase
of any such house."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
amendmnents deal with municipal employees
purchasing houses from municipal councils.
It was decided that it would he unwise to
give the councils the right to sell houses
and that it would he wiser to enable them
to lease them. I move-

That amendments Not. 17 and 18 be not
agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council'9
amendments not agreed to.

No. 19. Clause 21, proposed new Section
219k :-Add to the proviso at the end there-
of the words "or out of the ordinary revenue
of the council."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment seeks to restore to the clause
certain words struck out in this Chamber.
We agrreed that moneys used for the building
of houses should come out of loan funds, but
the Council seeks to give municipal authori-
ties the right to finance such propositions
out of revenue. I move--

That the amendinent be not agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.
No. 20. Clause 21, proposed new Section

219R:-Delete proposed new Subsection (6),
page 8, and substitute a subsection as fol-
lows:-

"(6) The rents and profits derived by the
Council from the leasing of houses, and
the net proceds derived by the Council

from the sale of houses, under this section
shall be used and applied for payment of
interest and sinking fund contributions
or otherwise for the redemption of the loan
from which such moneys were taken."
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This

matter was mentioned in Committee here,
but it was difficult to frame the necessry
amendment at the time, so it was inserted in
anot her place. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 21. Clause 32 -- Delete.
The MIflISTER FOR WORKS: This

again concerns plural voting. I move-
That the amendmnent be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 22. Clause 34, (e) :-Delete subpara-
graph (vi), on page 14.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
(leals with the clause giving the discretion-
ary right to a municipal council to assist in
the maintenance of school rounds. I
move-

That the amendment be net agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 23. Clause 36:-Delete.
No. 24. Clause 7:-Delete.
No. 25, Clause 38-.-Delete
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These

again deal with plural voting. I move-
That amendments Nos. 23 to 25, inclusive,

be not agieed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments not agreed to.

No. 26. New clauses :-Insert new clauses
after clause 7, to stand as Clauses 8 and 0, as
follows:-

Amendment of s. 77.
8. Section seventy-seven of the princi-

pa1 Act is amended by inserting at the be-
ginning thereof the words "Subject to
Section forty-four of this Act."

Amendtoent of s. 78.
9. Section seventy-eight of the princi-

pal Act is amended by inserting at the be-
g-inning thereof the words "Subject to
section forty-four of this Act."
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No. 27. Insert a new clause after Clause
.34, to stand as Clause .35, as follows-

Amendment of s. 483.
35. Section four hundred and eighty-

three of the principal Act is amended by
deleting the Word "mayor" in the las't line
of the !eetion and inserting in lieu thereof
the word leouncillors."
The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: These

amnendmenuts arc consequential upon the ex-
tension of the termh of a mayor from one
year to-two years. These provisions should
have been included originally in the Bill but
were overlooked by the draftsman. I move-

Thbat atmendments Nos. 26 and 27 be agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments; agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

Acommittee consisting of Mr. Watts, Mr.
Withers and the Minister for Works drew
up reasons for not agreeing to certain of
the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingl-y returned to the Council.

Resolved: That the Council's attention be
directed to a clerical error in the Bill
whereby in Clause 25, page 11, line 6, after
the word "of" the words "wood and partly
of" were omitted and that the Legislative
Council be requested to agree to the inser-
tion of the words so omitted.

BIL-APPROPRIATION.
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILL-JUSTICESs ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

MR. ShMT (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe-in
reply) [8.20]: Opponents of the Bill have ob-
viously had great difficulty in advancing any
valid objections to it. We might regard it
as a very great impertinence that Nature has
made us in such a way that our mental facul-
ties begin to decline at least on our reaching
70 years of age and very often before that,
hut we have to accept the inevitable. The
member for Kalgoorlie agreed that this Par-
liament had passed legislation making the re-
tiring ages for judges, stipendiary magis-

trates and the President of the Arbitration
Court a4 a very good reason in support of
the Bill. Does he not think that when that
legislation was before Parliamnent~tbe various
aspects of the question as to whether 70 was
not a reasonable age at which to retire men
acting in a judicial capacity were not dis-
cusscel at leiigth and all the arguments dis-
covered and debated? The eases he quoted
of magistrates giving invalid decisions on
certain occasions had no hearing on this
proposal except that they tend to justify it.

If a magistrate, a man we can prc'slin
whose faculties are not declining, can make
these errors, what. errors might not a justice
make after reaching the age of 70? And we
m ust not overlook the importance 'of the
jurisdiction vested in justices. The member
for Pingdlly spoke about the experiences
gained by justices. What about the experi-
ence that has been gained by judges?

'Mr. Thorn: We want to make use of thema
after 70.

Mr. SMITH: What about the experience
gained by stipendiary magistrates and the
President of the Arbitration Court? Have
they not gained experience while they were
reaching the age of 70? Yet the Legislature
agreed that that was the age at which they
must retire.

Mr. Thorn: Tell us why.

Mr. SMITH: The hon. member, in speak-
ing against the Bill, asserted that the retire-
ment of judges, stipendiary magistrates and
the President of the Arbitration Court was
a matter of Government policy. It is not.

Mr. Thorn: Of course it is.

Mr. M1ann: Whose policy is it?
Mr. SMITH: It is a matter of Parlia-

mentary policy provided for by statute.

Mr. Mann. Who brought it in?
Mr. SMITH: It might he said that the

retirement of civil servants at. the age of
65 has been adopted as a matter of Gov-
ernment policy, but how can we say that
the retirement of judges and magistrates
is a matter of Government policy only
when the Legislature baa agreed to it. The
member for Pingelly raised the old question
about some men of 70 not having lost their
mental faculties while somue. had lost them
at 60. Have we to go all over that argu-
ment again? We have selected a reason-
able age when those of us with a bit of
commonsense realise tbat, much as we dis-
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like it, the average man begins to decline
in his mental alertness and vigour. It is
no argument that some men retain their
faculties at that age. Why has the Queens-
land Legislature agreed that judges must
retire at 70, and New South Wales, too?

Mr. Styants: A matter of Government
policy, as here.

Mr. SMITH: There is no great need to
make room for the promotion of judges.
There is not the upstream for filling posit
tions in the judiciary that there is in the
Public Service. Entirely different condi-
tions prevail.

Mr. Alann: What is tie motive behind
the Bill?

Mr. SMITH: Commonsense.

Mr. Thorn: I do not think -so.

'Mr. SMITH: Our duty is to protect the
public and give a service through the ju-
diciary. Electors have an opportunity of
choosing members of Parliament even
thougah they might bre over 1 years of age,
but they have no opportunity of electing
justices. That is our duty. The greatest
care is exercised before appointing a man
a justice of the peace. He is not selected
haphazardly; investigation is made into his
character and capacity, and the care we
bestow in making an appointment should
be exercised throughout the years of his
service. It cannot be said that justices as
human beings differ from others or that
their faculties do not begin to decline at
the age of 70. When they are reaching an
age at which the mental faculties of the
average man begin to decline, we as reas-
onable beings should say, "Now is the time
for you to retire from this responsible
position." Perhaps nine out of ten of them
do little more than sign documents. It was
suggested that we should not only prevent
justices of 70 from acting in a judicial
capacity, but that we should also prohibit
them from witnessing signatures. I would
not go so far as to suggest that a man was
not possessed of full mnental capacity even
if he were over 70 years of age, unless he
were in a lunatic asylum, and that he could
not witness somebody's signature. To ask
him to do so is not throwing on him a
very great responsibility. But for him to
.sit on a bench and exercise jurisdiction
over the various matters that come before
him under the Justices Act is indeed a
great responsibility.

It rests with the members of this Chamn-
ber to ensure that, such positions are filled
by men qualified to hold them. I do not
think that even the experience gained by
these older men can be taken into consid-
eration in this issue. There are many jus-
tices of the peace in Western Australia;
the member for Willinins-Narrogin said
that 200 would he affected by this measure,
and they are preventing younger men from
being appointed. There is a great desire
throughout Western Australia for the ap-
pointment of younger men, in possession
of their full faculties, to fill the position
of justice of the peace. tt is not possible
for us always to make accurate decisions
in all cases, but we must assume that the
younger men are fully qualified. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie said that hie would vote
for the measure if it could be demonstrated
that the present justices of the peace had
declining mental faculties, if we could
bring them here and demonstrate that.

Mr. Styants! I did not say that.

Members: No.

Mr. SMITH: That would be an absolute
impossibility.

Mr. Styants: I did not say anything of
the kind.

Mr. SMITH: The hon. member said if we
could quote cases where we could prove
that the faculties of these men were de-
clining we could withdraw their commis-
sion.

Mr. Styants: That does not prove that
I said to bring them here.

Mr. SMITH: If we are not going to
bring them here, how can we prove it?
Are we to travel throughout Western
Australia to prove it, and how are we to
prove it? That is what I ask
the member for Kalgoorlie. It is
impossible for anyone to prove such
a proposition and no-one with any
comimonsense would attempt to do so.
I hope the second reading will be passed.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Noes

Majority for

19:
-. 16

3
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Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brand
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawk,
Mr. 3. legney
Mr. Holman
Mr. Leahy
Mr. McDonald
'Mr. MeLarty

Mr. W. Hegner
Mr. Keenes
Mr. Kelly
Mr. tnlle
Mr. Mann
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nolsen

AYEs

NOS

Mr. Milllngtc
Mr. North
Mr. Rodoredi
Mr. Smnith
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Trint
Mr. Witlcock
Mr. Withers
Mr. Cossn

Mr. Panton
Mr. Read
Mr. Shearn
Mr. Styante
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wilimott
Mr. Sew"r

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; Mv
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section
Mr. McLARTY: I move an amei

That in line I of the proposed fu
'wino to Section 29 after the wordI
the words ''Iappointed after the flr
January, one thousand nine bun
forty six" be inserted.

This will make the Bill conform
Judges' Retirement Act, and to the
dealing with the retirernafof ma
If judges and magistrates are retir
age of 70 years then, to be consister
of the peace should also be retire
age; but T point out that that pro'
not apply to jiudges holding office al
-of the commencement of the Judge
inant Act. So it is desired that
of the peace now holding office all
subject to this Bill.

Mr. SMITH: I oppose the an
There is no analogy between ju
justices of the peace with respe'
point raised by the member for
Wellington. Judges were appoint
a definite contract, at a definite s:
-ander the provisions of nn Act.

Mr. Watts: You drew the ana
-now and rannot depart from it thi:

Mr. SMITH: I can, so far as ti
is concerned.

Hon. J. C. Wilicoek: The retir
for stipendiary magistrates is 70
ordinary magistrates, 65.

Mr. SMITH: If the amendment
to, it will simpiy undermine the B

n ~Mr. Abbott: In3 some cases there is no
appeal from a decision of the justice of the
peace.

Mr. SMITH: Tha~t makes it more im-
portant still.

Mr. Styants: Do not place too much re-
(Teler.) lience on that legal advice.

Mr. SMITH: Nevertheless it is legal ad-
vice, and this Bill was introduced by a legal
gentleman in another place as the result of
his own experience in the courts. It is only
a matter of commnonsense, I think, and of

(Teller.) appreciating the fact that men's faculties
begin to decline after they reach 70 years of
age. If there is any justification in respect
of new appointments after 1946, the justi-
fication exists in regard to those who are over

r.Smith 70 years of age.

Mr. NORTH: Those men appointed now
maty not for many years attain the age of

29: 70, and the whole of the 1,000 magistrates on
ridment- the list will be able to carry on after that
rther pro- age under this provision. I suggest that if
'justice" this; amendment is lost, it would be possible
it day of to mak~e a much more drastic change by
dred and striking out after the word "who" in line 2

of the proviso the words "has attained" with
to the a view to inserting the words, "after 1945

provision attains."1 That would mean that any person
igistrates. now 69 would not sit on tbe bench when he
,ed at the became 70.
it justices Amnmnpuadadiiintknwh
d at that Aeoln esut:ada- ivso aknwt
vision did tefloigrsl:

the time Ayes .. .. .. .. 20
1?. 1-x.. Noes . .. . .. 13

justices
all not be

icndment.
dges and
at to the

Murray-
:cd tinder
siaryI and

logy just
s time.
is aspect

tment age
and for

is spreed
il.

Majority fox

-Mr. Brand
Mrs. Cardell-O1lver
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Holman
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Kelly
Mr. [ale
Mr. Mann
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Needham

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Graham
Mr. H7aste
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. Leaby
Mr. Marshall

I . . . 7

AVE&
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
SMr.

North
Nulsen
Panton
Read
Shears
Styants
Thorn
Watts
Wilimot
Seward

(Teller.)
MoIS.

Mr. Millington
Mr. Smith
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Willeock
Mr, 'Wise
Mr. Withers
Mr. Cross

(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3, Title-agreed to.
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Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

As to Third Reading.

M. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe):
move-

That the third reading be made an order of
the day for the next sitting of the House.

Motion put and passed.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH SANITATION.
Council's Amendmnt.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda, in the Chair; Mr. Cross in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 4 -Insert after the word "shall" in
line 2 the words "without the consent of the
Minister."

Mr. CROSS: It was pointed out in an-
other place that when a building is being
erected it is the common practice for builders
to provide accommodation for their em-
ployees by the erection of a temporary
building; and that under this clause, in doing
that, they would be breaking the law and
would he subject to a fine of £20. It was
therefore decided that these words be in-
serted. I do not think it makes any differ-
ence and I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL---TflOER INDUSTRY (HOUSING
or EMPLOYEES).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 4th December.

MR. WfLLMOTT (Sussex- [8.56]: We
all know that the timber industry is one of
the main industries in Western Australia,
and I therefore consider the Bill should be
given earnest consideration. The gross
value of our forestry products in 1943-44
was £1,500,000, and in that -year we export-
ed timber to the value of £614,000. That
indicates the importance of the industry.
Those figures relate to the war years during
which the industry was handicapped by

shortage of manpower. We know that the
Forests Department has a long ternm plan.
The hardwood timber industry can be looked
on as a permanent industry of our State.
I do not intend to deal at any length with
this Bill because the Minister stated, when
he introduced it, that it was intended to
appoint a Select Committee to go into the
details of the measure. But there are one
or two points I would like to mention that
may hte of assistance to the committee.I
am dealinge principally with the smaller
mills--the sleeper mills-and I presume that
they would come under this measure, because
most of them have from 10 to 20 years of
life and the owners would have to build
houses for their employees.

Just to point out what may happen I will
state this case. One of those mills had a lease
which would last from 35 to 40 years. But as
the leases are renewed every year by the
Forests Department, half of that
particular mill's lease was taken
away last year because it was contended.
the owner was not making enough progress
in the removal of the timber. If that mill1-
owner, under this Bill, had had to erect
necessary buildings for his employees, he
would have been involved in big expense only
to find that the period of his lease had been
cut from 35 to 40 years to from 15 to, 20
years. In those sleeper mills there are
generally 10 to 12 married men, and he
would have to erect that number of houses
at a cost of, say, £500 each.
The millowner would, therefore, have
to spend about £5,000 on a site
with a life of perhaps only 10 or 12
years. I think the Honorary Royal Com-
mission should go into matters such as that.

I agree that mill workers should have good
accommodation. The Minister also Maid that
they were to be connected up with electric
light. That may be all right when the
South-West power seheme is in operation,
but I do not think all the small mills should
have to put in plant to supply electric light
for the employees. The water sup-
ply at some of the mills is a problem,
though clean drinking water is always pro-
vided from rainwater tanks. I think that
the laying on of water pipes to all the
houses for washing and bathing would be a
difficult job for some of the smaller mill-
owners. The larger mills would be in a bet-
ter position, as most of them have a long
life ahead of them, but the smaller mills
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may have a moderately short life, and I do
not think they should be put to the expense
that the Minister asks in this Bill. I agree
that mill workers should have good houses
and I feel sure that the millowners will
also agree to that. The Honorary Royal
Commission that is to be appointed can
deal with all those aspects.

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly) (9.3]: We, on
the Opposition side of the House, support
the Hilt, and as the matter is going to a
Select Committee, I will content myself by
simply repeating that we support the Bill.

MR. HOLMA" (Forrest) [9.4]: 1 am
pleased that the Government has introduced
this legislation, for which we have been
battling for a long time, and I wvas pleased
also to hear the member for Pingelly say
that the Opposition will give this measure
its support as it is proposed to appoint a
Select Committee to investigate the matter.
I cannot let this opportunity pass without
referring to some of the matters mentioned
by the member for Sussex. This measure
baa been brought forward to pro-
vide for the proper housing ac-
commodation of employees engaged
in the timber industry. Members would
he surprised to read the correspondence 1
have received from timber enitres since
it was announced that the Government in-
tended to bring down this measure. I wvill
not read that correspondence now but will
bring it forward when the Honorary Roy' al
Commission is appointed. Plans have been
made for the installation of new mills and
bigger mills in the lower portion of the
South-West, but even though we wish to
see those mills built in a proper manner
with provision for the comfort and housing
of the employees, we must see that certain
provisions are made for the existing mills.
The member for Susses need not be Afraid
that the smaller mills will be penialised, as
the Bill provides that the Minister may ex-
empt holdings or portions of holdings, as
he thinks fit. provided sufficient reason is
given. If it is seen that a small mill can-
not bear the expense of providing for these
adjustments, the minister can use his
judgment in the matter.

I have a complete list of the estimated
lives of the mills and, though quite a num-
ber of them have long lives ahead, some
have a short life, less than five years. It

may be thought that other means should
have been used to provide proper housing
and it has been suggested that the Road
Districts Act should have covered the mat-
ter, but we must visualise what has not
been done, rather than what might have
heen done. It has been suggested that the
Health Act might have covered the posi-
tion in a certain respect, but I have been
assured by the departmenet that it was im-
possible for it to do anything in the mat-
ter of housing accommodation. The mea-
sure will only Apply to certain holdings,
and may not necessarily apply to any
mill in a city or town, because it would
probably be amply covered by the local
governing bodies and building by-laws.
There are various points that I intend to
bring before the Honorary Royal Commis-
sion. The Bill provides for the inspectors
under the Timber Workers' Regulation Act
to be the inspectors under this measure, but
I am afraid that that Act will have to be
amended in some way to make that ar-
rangement workable.

I notice that no provision is made in
the Bill for ventilation. Provision has
been made that the walls of the rooms
shall lye of at certain height, and that the
floor space shall be of a certain area, with
window space-T think-one-tenth of the
wvall space. It is provided that each room
shall have at least one window, but noth-
ing has. been said of ventilation. In some
bush houses there is no ventilation at all,
and when there is a window in the side
of the room it may have to be closed,
either through heat or wet weather, and
then again there is no Ventilation. Some
provision should be made to ensure that
the rooms are properly ventilated. If the
Hill goes through in its present form the
member for Sussex need have no fear as
to electric lighting, because the measure
provides only that the installation shall be
made in the building for the lighting of the
rooms. Are we still to expect people in
the timber centres to do without electric
light ,?

Ali. Abbott: Electric light is hard on the
eves.

Mr. HOLMAN: Candle light is worse. If
I have my way electric light will be in-
stalled. I congratulate the Minister on in-
troducing the Bill and I hope that when it
comes to the final stage in this House these
matters will be speedily adjusted. As it
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is proposed to appoint the Select Commit-
tee as an Honorary Royal Commission I
will await my opportunity to place my
views before that body.

M. ABBOTT (North Perth) [9.12]: Un-
doubtedly it is a matter of great import-
ance that people who live undo, conditions
such as those of the timber workers should
have reasonable accommodation for their
wives and families, but, as the conditions
tinder which the accommodation is to be
provided vary so greatly, I think it wise
that a Select Committee should be ap-
pointed fully to consider the mat ter. In
those circumstances I suipport the second
reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Referred to Select Commnittee.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
Bill referred to a Select Committee con-
sisting of Mr. Hoar, Mr. Holman, Mr.
Mann, Mr. Willmott and Air. Styants-Mr.
Styants to be chairman-with power to
call for persons, papers and records, to sit
on days over which the House stands ad-
journed and to adjourn from place to place:i
to report on Friday, the 4th January. 1946.

EELL-FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. H. Panton-Leeden'ille) [9.15] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The first
genuine attempt to obtain the Saturday half-
holiday in the metropolitan district was made,
so far as I can remember, at the end of 1910
or the beginning of 1911, and after consider-
able agitation and propaganda it was ob-
tained. Shortly afterwards the late shop-
ping night was abolished in the same area.
In 1921 the present Act, which had been con-
siderably amended, came into force and from
time to time many alterations have been madi-
to it. This Bill contains three principles,
namely, provision for universal closing oji
Saturday at 1 p.m., abolition of the late
shopping night throughout the State, and
the closing at 5.30 p.m. of all shops, other
than those mentioned in the Fourth Schedule
and small shops. As this measure is of
grave importance, particularly to people in

(1001

the country areas, I propose only to move
the second reading and leave the measure at
that stage until next session. This will a!-
ford. members from country electorates an
opportunity to consider the questions in-
%olved, discuss themn with the people in their
district% and( comec here next session forti-
fied with their views. The closing hour of
5.30 is at present in force throughout the
Slate under National Security Regulations.

There are 119 shop districts in the State
created under the Act of 1920-37. The great
majority already observe the Saturday after-
noon1 holidu-v. Only 40 observe Wednesday,
five Thursdaiy and 'one Tuesday. Of the 40
observing the Wednesday half-holiday, only
12 have heen decided 'by referendum of the
people. 1 remind members that the Act
provides that, if the necessity arises, a re-
ferendum shall he taken as to the day on
which the half-holiday shall be granted. A
number of districts have voluntarily changed
from Wednesday to Saturday during the last
livo or three years, while none has changed
from Saturday to any other day in the week.
A lot of correspondence is being received
from districts askimg for the Saturday half-
holiday, and a reply* has been sent referring
thle writers to the proposal in this Bill. An
intereslillg survey wvas made amongst shop-
keepers at York only last week and it showed
nine to one against reverting to the late
shopping night and six to three against open-
lug- on 8aturday aftcrnoo'v

fn Ihe State there are 7,496 registered
shops employing a total of 28,327 persons.
Of flint number only 883 shops, employing
1,380 m1ales and 1).3 females, are affected
by the provisions of the Bill. The existing
law, which remains unaffected by these pro-
posals, allows shops carrying perishables-
fruit, vegetables, bread, milk, refreshments,
cooked meats-as well as newspaper offices,
dining-rooms, fish shops and even under-
takers to remain open, if they so desire, till
11 p.m. on every dlay of the week, whilst
newsagents, stationers, booksellers, florists
and tohacconists may remain open till 8
o'clock on every day, of the week except Sun-
daiy. All this happens at present and is
quite irrespective of what ii contained in
this Bill, because those shops come tinder the
provisions of the Fourth Schedule and are
what are known as small shops. "Small
shops" include shops conducted by widows and
elderly couples, and provide for hard eases
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where the chief inspector, subject to the
Minister's approval, may declare them small
shops, and they enjoy certain concessions
over other shopkeepers, provided they do not
employ any assistants.

Since March, 1942, shops generally
throughout the State have been closed at 5.303
p.m. and the late trading night was abolish-
ed. This was (lone under the National
Security Regulations, which will disappear
after the official declaration of the end of
the war. It served, however, to prove that
trading could be reasonably conducted within
the shortened hours, as not one complaint
was received. On the contrary, responsible
officials had been informed on several oc-
casions, both by proprietors of businesses
and by executive ofticers of associations,
that the abolition of the late trading night
and the earlier closing of shops wvere good
things which they hoped had come to stay.
I have a very vivid recollection of the part
1 took in the early days in the fight for the
abolition of the late shopping night and for
the Saturday afternoon half-holiday. When
shops were kept open till 10 p.m., there was
always somebody who would arrive at 10
or five minutes to the hour to do a little
shopping:- Shopkeepers in the metropolitan
area would certainly not revert to the late
shopping night or forego the Saturday after-
noon holiday.

The main advantage, in the opinion of
both employer and employee, is that the Sat-
urday holiday adds to the opportunifv A to
join in family life and enjoy' week-erl bolb-
bies and pleasure hips. Manny country
people greatly appreciate the advantage, ns
it permits of visits being paid to friends at
a distance or living in the metropolitan area.
Other States of the Commonwealth, in par-
ticular Tasmania including the whole dis-
trict of Hobart, observe the complete closing
of shops generally all day on Saturday, and
the Launceston district is falling in with the
idea as a result Of a request from the whole-
sale meat trade. As I have stated, I de-
sire to let the Bill stand over at this stage
so that members may consider it cairefully
during the recess. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Thorn, debate adjourn
ed.

Sitting suspended from 9.21 to 9.30 p. n,

BILL--MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.

Mlessage from the Council received and
rend notifying that it insisted on its amend-
mnents Nos. 1 to 10, 14 to 19, and 21 to 25,
and that it had agreed to the adjustment of
the clerical error in Clause 25 as requested by
the Assembly.

In Comittnce.

lion. J. B. Sleeman in the Chair; the
Minister for Works in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-
'Chat the Assembly continues to disagree to

the uenments made by the Council.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report adopt-
ed.

- I ssenbly's Request for Conference.

The A1[NISTER FORl WORKS: I move-
That the Council be requested to grant a

(onference on the anmendmnents insisted on by
rile Council, and that the managers from the
Assemnbly he the Leader of the Oppositon, Mr.
Withers, and the mover.

Question l)ut and passed and a message ac-
eordinelv ret urned to the Council.

Sitting sias ended from 9.37 to 9.45 p.ml.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Further Mfessage.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the As-
sembly's request for a conference on the
amendments insisted on by' the Council and
had appointed the Honorary Minister, Hon.
Sir Had Colebatch and Hion. F. E. Gibson
ais managePrs for the Council, thne Chief Sec-
retary's room as the place of meeting, and
the time forthwith.

Sitting suspended from .9.18S to 10.30 pjn.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Report.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
to report that the conference managers
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met in conference onl the Bill and reached
the following agreement:-

Amendments Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, 21, 22,
23, 24, and 25 were insisted on by the eon-
ferenee.

Amndments Nos. 14 to 19, inclusive, were
nt insisted on by the conference.

I IOV-
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordlingly returned to the Council.

Sitting suspenided from 10.30 to 10.35 p.m.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

THE PREMIER [10.87] : That concludes
the lbusiness of the House and I desire to ex-
tend~ to you, Mfr. Speaker, the Chairman of
Committees and his deputies, the officers of
tie lhouse, the "Hansard" staff and the
Press the compliments of the season. To mix
Ministerial colleagues and to the members
who sit with tue onl this side of the House,
I desire earnestly to express my appreci-
ation of their assistance and loyalty, and
the great hielp they have afforded me in
this, my first session, as Leader of this
House. I appreciate very much the solid-
it 'y or' their support and their kindly as-
sistance to mep. To our ox-Leader, Hon. ..
C. WVilleock, T call only express my grati-
tilde0 for tine k indly help and advice he has
always given me and to wish for him better
health so that he may be long with us in
the enjoyment of good health.

To the Leader of the Opposition and to
the Leader of the Liberal Party I extend
my thanks for their courteous consider-
ation and assistance. It can be said this
has been a most harmonious session, and in
the handling of the business the maintain-
ing of a spirit of co-operation has beenI
very marked. I think we can entertain a
certain degree of satisfaction iii connection
with the extent of the business that has
been undertaken and satisfactorily con-
eluded. That has been accomplished only
by everyone playing his part conscien-

tiously. It has.- been a hard session and
there has been much business of a vital
nature to the State, particularly in con-
nection with the putting in hand of plans
for rehabilitation. The retirement of our
beloved leader, the illness of one Minister
aind the fact that Ministers have been
handling differenit departments and ser-
vices have combined to make the task
rather strenuous and have occasioned some
degr-ee of difficulty. I think that we have
effected certain improveinents and it can
safely hie said that the attempt to avoid
all-night sittings has been a success.

Members: 1[ear, hear'.

The PRE3HE!?: I understand that on no
occasion for over 275 years has the House
adjourned before midnight on the last night
of the session.

The 'Minister for Mines: More often it
has been at daylight.

The PREMIER :I hope that all of those
who sit with as and the officials who act
wvith us will feel somie benefit from the res-
pite they will have through the holiday
Period. Wve arc entering upon the festive
season in an atmiosphere of peace but, of
course, great dilficulties aire before us. I
do hope that, with thankfulness in our
hearts for pence and victory gained, all
'nay have a pleasant holiday and a well-
earned rest.

MR. WATTS (Katannimg): I desire
'to join with the Premier in wishing
you, Sir, thme compliments of the
season1 and assuring You that we
oil this side of the Hoti;e appreciate the
impartiality and courtesy which you, as usmil
daring my term here, have displayed. Those
sentiments include not only yourself but your
Ch1airmanl of Committees and his deputies,
the "Hansard" staff and the other members
of the staff of this House. They can all,
without exception, be included in those ex-
pressions. T agree with the Premier that the
business has been carried on very reasonably
this ses~ion and I hope it is a practice that
1 0 shAll be able to continue in future year".
11 is highly desirable that we should. For
011r part we have indulged in criticism where
ileurahfle, provided it has been fair to do so,
in opposition wvhere necessary and not for
the qake of making opposition,
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We have iii conseqluence co-operated
in passing desirable legislation when-
ever we possibly could.

I regret that one of the major items at'
legislation will not see the light of dlay ats ai
result of this session of work. I refer to thi'
Bill which thle Minister for Agriculture in-
troduced( concerning the milk industry; but.
owing to its length and importance and the
fact that the House did not finish with the
measure until 3 o'clock this afternoon, wre
could hardly expect that it could have re-
cived attention in time to form part of this

y ear's work. The only'thing lacking is thal
we have not yet found means to overcome
that difficulty. 'Meains have been found this
session to meet other difficulties and I hople
that in future means will be found to avoid
presenting, either to this House or to another
place, Bills of major importance at a very
late stage of the session. To those who sit
with inc on these benches I wish to tender
publicly, as T have done privately, my warm-
est thanks% for their kindliness and co-
operation. To our friends on myv left I
wvould also extend my warmest Christmas
greetings, as T do to those opposite, hoping
that Chiristmans willI be a very hap time and
the New Year a very pleasant one for us all.
T thank you once again, Sir, and I also thank
(hie Premier for the courtesy that hie hasg ex-
tended to this side of the Rouse during the
se-Sion.

MR. MCDONALD (West Perth): On
behalf of my eolleague.' and mly-
self, T would like ounce again to
express to you, Sir, our appreciation of
your conduct of your high offie and of th(e
help) you have alwayvs given us in the busi-
ness of the House, and I would like to exten-g
our- thanks to the Chairman of Committees
and his deputies. We also offer our appre-
cintion to the "Handsard" staff and all the
officers who assist in the conduct of the
affairs of Parliament. We would like to ex-
tend to the Premier and his Ministers and to
all the mnembheis who sit onl the Gov-ernmclt
side of the House our best wishes: to the
Premier in particular our appreciation of his
conduct of the House as Leader and of the
way in which the business of Parliament ha'4
been transacted during the session.

To the Lender of the Opposition and his
associates we also extend our1 best wishes awl
our appreciation of the happy relaitions that

have existed between us in this session and
in past v eal's. I desire especially to thank
my own colleagues for the wrise counsel and!
encouragement which they have always giveri
meW. rrhis has been our first post-war session,
aild natturally it has. involved a very heavy
leirisla tin- pr;ogrammue and many inportat
measures associated with thle transition from
war to peace economy. I feel that Parlia-
nment ling (lone good work in this session and
laid the foundation of what I hope wvill be
a rap.id progress to equilibrium and the still
greater prosperity and developiment of our

S late.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) On be-
half of thlose sitting with me on
this back bench and myvself, may
T he permitted to express to you, Sir.
the sentiments that have already been more
ably voiced by the previous speakers. 'May
T also congratulate the Premier on thle
wav in which he has conducted1 the business
of thle session, particularly on his having
been able to accomplish that business in)
norial I iorki ng hours, when Parliamenit
.should be expected to (10 it, work. We wish
the Premier and those ussocillted with him
every happiness, and we sineriely hope that
tile Minister for the North-West will be
restored to health and strength and so be
enabyled once more to resume his place in
this House and take up his duties again.
As~ this session closes, Australia stands on
the threshold of whalt is probably the most
important period in its history.

May I express the humible hope and wish
hat the deliberations of this session and of

those to follow it will make a material con-
Iribution to that urgent sense of resiponsi-
hility which rests on every member of Par-
liament, anid which should he shared by
every citizen, for helping our soldiers, who
have preserved our very existence. I am
cnfident. Mr. Speaker, that the spirit
which has amniated us during this session
will ,aqsist in attaining that desirable end.
I thank the officers of the House for the
courtesy they have extended to me person-
ally, as w-ell as to those associated with me
on this bench. I am delighted, having once
spoken about the undesirability of all-night
sittings, to be able to say to the Premier,
G'ood Night, rather than Good Morning.
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MR. SPEAKER: On behbalf of the Chair-
mnan of Committees, the deputy elhairmnen, thie
"Hansard" staff, the staff of the House and
of the members, I wish to thank the Premnier,
the Leader of the Opposition, the Lender of
the Liberal Party and the mremiber for 'May-
lands for their very pleasing expresmions
about the staff. I would also like to thank
thorn p)erson1ally. I can assiure them that
their hell) and the conduct of the memnbers
during this session have lighdtenied ray ditties.
This is the Christmas that we have been so
eagerly awaiting for many years, during
which we were always hoping that Christmas
would bring peace on earth. At last it has
come. It may be tinged with sadne-ss for
those who are waiting- for the boy who wvill
not return; hut it -will be joyfil for those
whose lov-ed onus have been rebtured to timeimi

fromi the scenes of battle. One esteme
nienber has been absent tram the hamn
during most of the session. Members wi
agree with me that we have sadly mnissed th
Minister for the North-West. We all air
cerely hope lie will soon be back amongst it
fuliy restored to health. I wish all a happ
Christmas and a bright and piospe.rous Nei
Year.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) 1 move--

That the House at its rising lidjunirli to
te to lie fid by Ur. Speaker.

Question put and passed.

ilmcsei adjourned al 10.50 pt

[By Proclamation puiblished in the "Gotuc)rumne (hzette"' of ihe 281h June,
1.916, Parliament ias prorogued until Thursday, the 25th July, 19M6.]
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